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Sum of Criftianiy,. 


CONTAINING 


and of what we are to Practiſe in Ordet 


to our obtaining ETERNAL LIFE. 
Acre tt. 26. And the Diſciples were called 


Chriſtians firſt in Antioch. 


gcc T is the great Duty, ad oh * 5 


88 5855 tereſt, of all that profeſs to be the 


88 8183 D Followers of JESUS CHRIST, 
82 and expect to be ſaved by him from 


. 
Sog 8 Sin and Wrath, to cn the 
Ecce Import of that Name by which they 


are called. Which if they did, they would be 


loth to give Occaſion to theſe chat are without, 


to blaſpheme that worthy Name. They would 
be careful to perform the Duties, that ſo the 


might enjoy the Privileges Imports by the 
mes Chriftian, 
. . 
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A Brief Account of what we are to Believe; 
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WW IN this Text we have to confider, 1. The 
Title and Defgnat ion gi ven to Chriſt's Followers. 2. 
"The Place where. 3. The Time wh:n. And, 4. By 


whom this Title was given them, And, 5. What 
i imported ly im. . 
Bf, AS to the Deſignation given to thoſe who 
own Chriſt for their Maſter, we may take Notice, 
1. Of their old Name, Diſciples. And, 2. Their 
new Name, Chriſtians. The firft imports, That 
they owned him for their Teacher, and that 
they were taught and inſtructed by him in all 
Things neceſlary to be known, believed and 
practiſed in Order to Salvation. And he indeed 


. * 
| 1 


5 the deaf Adder, that /buts her Ear, and will not 


I} mongſt a Thouſand,who can open the Ears of his 


is an Able and Skilful Teacher, who can have 
Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and on theſe that 
are out of the Way; an Interpreter, one a- 


People to Diſcipline, and can teach them effeo 5 
tually, by removing the Blindeſs of their Minds, 
the Hardneſs ot their Hearts, the Stubborneſs 
of their Wills, and the Carnality of their Affections, 
by ſubduing their Darkneſs, Errors, Prejudices, 

— Thoughts, and vain Imaginations. He can 
nſtruct them thoꝰ they wete never ſo dull, froward 
and ſtupid, leading them into all Truth, and 
teaching them to walk in the Paths of true Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Holineſs : None teacheth like him. Hap- 
py are all they who give Eat to the Inſtructiens 
- of fuch'a' Teacher. Too many, alas! are like 


* hearken to the Voice of the Charmer, charming ne- 
ver ſo wiſely, Pray for the Efficacy of his Spi- 


kit, to open your blind Eyes, deat Ears, ang 
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8 24), THE new Deſignation that's given them, 
8 Chriſtians, They are pot by hs Name of 
vo their Maſter CHRIST, as the ancient Sects of 
a Philoſophers among the Greciaus were called 
17 the Names of their ſeveral Leaders and 
Te 


achers, whoſe Doctrines they embraced, and 


m_ 


whoſe. Precepts they profeſſed to Obey. The 


Followers of Pythagoras were cope Pythagoriſts; 

thoſe of Epicurus, Epicureans ; thoſe of Plato, Pla- 
zoniſts, c. It imports alſo their partaking of the 
Anointing waerewith Chriſt himſelf was anoint- 
ed. The Greek Word, Chriſt, and the Hebrew 
Word, Maaß, ſignifies, Anointed. Our Lord 
Veſus Chriſt was anointed with the Oil of Glad. 
eſs above his Fellows, P. 45. 7- Heb- 1. 9. He 
ing endued with the Gifts aud Graces of the Spi- 

Pit without Meaſure. Joh. 3. 34. So it was prophe- 
fied concerning him. If. 61. f, 2. The Spirit of the 
LORD God is upon me, becauſe the LORD hath 
anointed me to preach gaogfTidings_ to the Meek, he 
path ſent me to bind aß u troken-hearied, 8c. His 
Diſciples are Partakers ot the ſame Spirit, ac- 
cording to the Meaſure of Grace given them. 

his precious Oil of Conſecration, that was 
pourcd out on the Head of Aaron our. great hig 
Prieſt, did run down upon his Beard, and to te 
dkirts of his Garments; that is, to the mean- 
„it Members of his Myſtical Body: Which ap- 
Sol, ears in the Gifts. and Graces of the Spirit ſhin= 

ng in them, viz. Knowledge, Faith, Love, Re- 

dentance, Humility, Meekneſs, Patience, Self 
genial, Godly Simplicity and Sincerity; any 
Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none h. 
dem. 8. 9. They have an Unction from the Ho- 
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ſituated on the River Oroates in Celoſyria, built 


_ Government of that Quarter of the Impire. 


came up after tlie great Horn of the high Goal 


ber * +. a a * 
LOSS. * 8 2 * * 
* — * 8 . 
— 
FL 


1 * 


ly One, and they know all Things. Not that 
they are Omniſcient; for this is a Pertection that 


belongs to GOD only; but that he makes them 


to know all Things fit and neceſſary for them to 


know in Order to their Happineſs in Time, and 
through Eternity. x Job. 2. 20. 27. Pray carneſt- 


iy for the pouring out of this Spirit upon you, | 


that fo you may be his anointed Ones, and then 
you will truly deſerve that honourable Name, 
_ Chriſtian, He has promiſed zo pour upon the 
| Houſe of David, and upon the Inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, the Spirit of Grace and Supplicatien. Lea, he 
will give his Spirit to all that ask him, If you 


ft up your Voice for Wiſdom and Underftand- 


ing, if you ſeek the LORD diligently, ſincerely 
and fervently, you need not deſpair of Succeſs. 


Hie never ſaid to the Seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in 
Pain. Zech. 13. 10. Luk. 11. 9-13. Heb. 11. 6, 
Pray to the Father in Chriſt's Name, and he will 


give you the Spirit of his'Son. 8 
II. THE Place where this Name was firſt given 
them, is, Antioch,which was the Ca. 
pital of Syria. Hiſtorians mention Strabo, L. I. 
twelve Cities of this Name. Oe 
in Meſopotamia, another in Cylicia, another in 
_ Pifidia, another in Arabia, another in Taurus, 
Seythia, Lydia, Pieria, 8c. But this was the moſt 
famous of them all, a large and beautiful City, 


in the Year of the World 3665, by Seleucus Nica 
nor, who ſucceeded Alexander the great in the 


He was one of theſe tour notable, Horns, that 
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that (which ſignified Aeaander the great) was bros \ 


ken, Dan. 8. 8. He called this City Antiochia, 
to the Honour of his Father Antiochns. By 
ſome it was ſtiled the Jeruſalem of the Gentiles, 
preferred before the old Jeruſalem it ſeit. For 


that 
them 
m to 


,and Pre 5 

neſt. there was a numerous Company of Converts. 
on, Thither did the Chriſtians Reſort, and there 
Hen they frequently held their Aſſemblies. As to 


thoſe Antiochian Believers, the preceeding Con- 
text gives a very remarable Account of their 
Converſion. 1, The providential Occaſion of it, 


ame, 


Jeru- 
a, he 
Jon 
tand- 


abroad from Jeruſalem, upon the Perſecution 
that aroſe about Stephen. They travelled as far 
as Phenice and Cyprus and Antioch. Thus all 


el | 
8 Things work together for Good to the Church. 
e in Saint Stephen's Death, and the Perſecution upon, 
1. 6 Nit, was a great Means of ſpreading the Goſpel 


will 


Face of the Earth. This Sced took deep Root 
downward, and brought forth Fruit upward :. 
So that Chriſt's Kingdom, like a Grain of Muf- 
tard Seed, roſe in a ſhart Time from ſmall Be- 
ginnings, to a great Height. And thus was 
that famous Prophecy accompliſhed, concerning 
the Increaſe ot the Kingdom of the true Selomon, 


given 
L. 15. 


r in 
HYWS, 

olt 
Dity, 
built 


handful of Corn in the Earth, upon the 2 of the 
Vica- 


Mountains: The Fruit thereof [ball ſhake like Lebanon, 


and they of the City ſhall flowriſh like the Graſs of the 
Earth. It hath been ſeen in all Ages, that the 
Blood of the Martyrs is the Seed of the Church. 
Thus Satan and Wicked Men miſs their ow 
e . when 


and that was the Scattering of Chriſt's Diſciples 


through the World. Perſecution was the Wind _ 
that ſcattefed the Seed of Chriſtianity aver the 


the Prince of Peace, Pſ. 72. 16. There ſhall be an 


— —— 2 — ——— — 


' when by thinking to deſtroy. the Church by 


io theix Delign and Inclination, to increaſe the 


t.rine contained in the Holy Scriptures is the 
great Mean appointed of GOD both for Plant- 


of Cyprus and Cyrene. They were Born in Cy- 
tion at Jeruſalem, and upon the Perſecutian fled 


to the Jews only, but afterwards they ſpake un- 


brought in his own Language amongſt them, 


was an Eminent and Uſeful Servant of Chriſt ; 


. "brought the Money, and laid it at the l 
Feet. Ads 4. 36. 34% T 
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Bloody Pexſecurion, they contribute, contrary 


ah THE Inſtruments of their Converſion 
both rcall and perſonal, - Firſt, The Word of 
GOD. 24ly, The Miniſters of the Word. The 
Preaching of the Word. The Chriſtian. Doc- 


ing, and Watcring, and Increaſing the Church, 
The Miniſters, whom the LORD made inſtru- 
mental in their Converſion, were, firſt, ſome Men 


prus and Cyrene; but it ſeems had their Habita- 
to Antioch. At the firſt they preached the Word 
to the Grecians. The Gentiles were generally 


called Greeks fince Alexander's Time, who con-| 
quered all theſe Nations round about, and] 


v. 20. And afterwards, when Tidings of theſe 
Things came to the Ears of the Church which 
was in Feruſalem, they ſent forth Barnabas 
that he ſhould go as far as Antioch, v. 22, He 


r he was a good Man, and full of the Holy 


V | rac 
< hoſt and of Faith. His good Works, accomse ou 
| e his taithful Preaching, were a great the 
Means of the Converſion of many. He had 


given an early proof of Love ta GOD, and fin- 


i * 4 


cere Faith in Chriſt, that he Sold his Land and 


HE 
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by '3dly, THE Nature of their Converſion. Ix 
rary Wl was not feigned but real, not in Profeflion only. 
the put in Sincerity : For they believed and turned 
ue the LORD. v. 21. Faith and Converſion | 
muſt go together, they are inſeperable Comp - 
1 of nions. Faith is a living Principle that mani- 
The feſts its Activity by Fruitfulneſs in good Works, 
Doc: turning the Sinner from Sin to Holineſs; from 
the ſerving diverſe Luſts and Idols of the-Fleſh and 
lant : of the Mind, to ſerve the living GOD. In 
Vain do Men pretend to Faith, when there is 
no Change in Heart and Life: Shew me hy } 
Faith without thy Works, and I wil! ſhew the my © & 


Faith by my Works. Jam. 2. 18. 5% 

 4thly, The Principal efficient Cauſe of their 

Converſion, was the Hand ot the LORD. This 

vas the Power of the Spirit of GOD accom- 
panying the Labours, of his Servants. Paul 

may Plant and Apolos may Water, but GOD | 
only can give the Increaſe, Nothing leſs than 

ac BY an Almighty Power can take away the Heart of 

Stone, and give an Heart of Fleſh. GOD a- 

lone by his powerful Arm can quicken the Dead, 

and call on theſe Things that are not, and make 

them to be. This Power of Gos was mani-, _ 

feſted both by the Miracles that were wrought, 

and by the Converſion of ſo many Souls. My 

racles themſelves will not convert Sinners withs 

out the Grace of the Spirit. They may ſtop 

their Mouths, but cannot Change their Hewes. 

I they hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither. 

Ea they be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 

uk. 16, 31.— © „ „ 

„ $thly, THE Conſiderableneſs of their Con- 
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verſion in Reſpe& [ the 25 Numbers that Nen 
believed. v. 21. And much People was added | 
to the LORD. v. 24. When the LoxD comes 
with a Day of his Power, his People ſhall be 
willing, they ſhall be all Volunteers, freely liſt- 
ing themſelves under Chriſt's Banner, and con- 
tent to run all Risks for Chriſt ; knowing, that 
they who Suffer with him and for him, ſhall al- 
fo Reign with him. His Youth or Seed ſhall be 
ds the Dew of the Merning, both for Beauty uin 
and Multitude. Thus at one Sermon three | Thou- 
ſand were Converted, and at another five Thouſand. 
Acts 2. 41. 4. 4. O for ſuch a Day ot his 
Power to awaken ſleepy Conſciences, enlighten ¶ e 
blind Minds, and ſoften hard Hearts. Seek that 
the Arm of the LoxD may be revealed, and 
then the Report of the Goſpel will be believed, 
and will meet with better Entertainment than | 
it docs, even amongſt many that are called 
' Chriſtians. = 38 | 
6thly, THE Confirmation of thoſe Be- 
| lievers by Barnabas. v. 23. Who when he 
came and had ſeen the Grace of Gop, was 
glad. It is Matter of great Joy to ou 
a faithful Miniſter, yea to all the Lovers of our Cor 
Lord JESUS Curisr, to fee the Grace of the 
GOD ſhining in the ſincere Profeſſion, and Bic 
Holy Converſation of Chriſtians. He ex- lou 
horted them all, that with Purpoſe of on 
Het they would cleave unto the Lox D. The bef 
beſt af Men have need to be warned of the pax 
Danger of Apoſtaſie; we are Blind and Weak, It 
and do not always know the Way wherein we En 
ſhould Walk; and they that know do not always WM his 
33 | | Remember, | 


2emember ; ſo that 1 to Duty are 
Wot needleſs, but of great Uſe to ſtir up People, 
that with a firm and fixed Reſolutidn of Heart, 
hey would keep cloſs to the Proteſſion of their 
Faith, come what will come, Tribulation or 
Diſtreſs, Life or Death, that they may become 
Conquerers and more than Conquerers through 
bil that loved them. They muſt ſtick cloſs 
de ro GOD's Way, yea muſt cleave to the LORD 
MWhinſclf by Faith, that by him they may be pre- 
ſerved from falling, and may be upholden by 
ſand. the Right Hand ot his Righteouſneſs, - 
his Tthly, THAT thoſe Antiochian Converts 
hren ere firſt dignified with the Honourable Title of 
that Chriſtians. This was a great Honour beſtow- 
and ed on this gentile City, that there Chriſt ſet 
ved, ¶ up a Standard for himſelf ; there he diſplayed 
than his Banner, putting his Name on the Gentiles, 
lcd BF who by the Jews were accounted no better 
than Dogs. Thus they, who were not a People, 
are made the People of the living GOD. 
III. THE Time whea this Name was given 
nem It is reckoned to be about the Year of 
to our LORD 42, a little after the Converſion of 
our Cornelius, Chap, 10. And about 7 Years after 
of the Converſion of Saul. Chap. 9. Who of a 
and Bloody and Ravenous Wolf was by the Marvel- 
ex: lous Power of free Grace, not only turned to be 
of WF one of Chriſt's Lambs; but to be as a high Goat 
The before the Flock, zealouſly preaching and pro- 
the agating the Faith which once he deſtroyed. 
ak, BY It was toward the End of the Reign of Caius 


his coming to ſit at the Helm. This Rappe 
3 | = ter 


= 


Emperor of Rome, or the beginning of Claudius © 
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this Worthy and Comfortable Name, Chriſtian, 


Galileans, ſometimes Nazerens. Acts 24. 5. Paul 


-. 
' 
We k 
3 
- vo, 


after Peter his famous Viſion concerning the I nifie 
bringing the Gentiles within the Pale of the ive 
Church. The LORD would have all his Peo · ¶ to t 
ple to be called Chriſtians, that fo the former ven 


5 _ dividing Names of Few and Gentile, which were Ml to b 


the Seed of ſo much Diſcard, might be taken a- MW oth 


way. And, how much were it to be wiſhed 12. 


that all who name the Name of ſeſus Chriſt, 8 
might lay aſide their other Names of Diſtincti- 
on, and Stile themſelves only by this Sweet, 


1 Cor. 3. 5. Who then is Paul? And who is Ap- 
pollo ? But Minifters by whom ye believed. 1 
Chrift divided? Was Paul crucifgd for you? Or 
were you baptized in the Name of Paul? 1 Cor. 13. 
IV. IT is worth our while to confider, who it 
was that gave them this lovely Name. It was not 
iven them by Enemies, for they called them 
y Way of Contempt and Deriſion, ſometimes 


common 


the LORD himſelf, according to the 


Opinion of 8 3 id this they gather ©} 
from the Greek Word, Xperia, which fig» 

nifies to call by Way of Authority. As Parents 
give Names to their Children, and Maſters to 
to their Slaves. And that this Name was gi- 


to be clear from the Uſe of the ſame Word in 
other Texts, as Mat. 2. 12. Luk. 2. 26., Heb. 
12. 25. Eraſmus obſerves this was given them 
as a Sirname, or the Name of an Office. As 
when a King calls any of his Suu. 
jeas to an Honourable and Pro- Bexa in Loc. 

fitable Poſt. So this Name is | 
given to put Believers in Mind of their Work 
and Duty. It was given by Chrift himlelf, 
who was not a Servant but a Son, and who had 
the whole Adminiſtration of his Father's Family 
1n Heaven and Earth committed to him. Heb. 
3. 6. Joh. 13. 13. This was an Accompliſhment _ 
of that Scripture, 1/a. 62. 2. And the Gentiles 
all ſee. thy Righteouſneſs, and all Kings thy Glory *« 

and thou ſhall be called by a neu Name, which the 
"Mouth of the LORD ſball name. Thoſe that were 
„wont to ſcorn thee, ſhall now ſee thy Glory, 
thou ſhalt get a Name ot Renoun, the Honour 
whereof ſhall make thee Famous, Gen. 11. 4. And 
indeed there is no Honour comparable to that 
of being the LORD's Anointed, as all true 


Anointed, and do my Prophets no Harm. | 
V. LET us next conſider what is couched 
ap in, and imported by this Name. 1. On the 
-OQRD's Part. 2. Off our part. = 

Bug © „„ „ 


yen by Divine Warrant and Admonition, ſeems } 


Uhriſtians really ate. Pſal. tos. 15. Touch not mine | 
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be has a fpecial Int 


themſelves. They are all his in Reſpe& of Main. 
all by his Right Hand; he opens his Hand liber- 
ally, and ſatisfies every living Thing with his 
ter is ſwayed over the whole Univerſe. His 
eſt Worm to the ſublimeſt Seraphim. Bur hell 
owns a ſpecial Intereſt in and Concern for hi 


Name upon them. As Men call their Landi 
by their own Name. P.. 49. 11. to re, 


ſure, his pleaſant Plant, his goodly. Portion 
Deut. 32. 9. Am. 3. 2. Deu only have I choſen ( 
all the Families of the Earth, They are his, not 
Government, but they are his by Eternal Fore: 


i Adoption, Sanctification, and the particulat 


very Moment; His Field which he cultivates. Hi 


Ila. 5. 1. -—- They are his Houſe in which he 
. dwells, his Royal City which he-builds,adorns 


ereſt in his People, and that 
he owns this Intereſt in them. It's true, all Souls 
are his, yea, the World and all the Inhabitants 


thereot, both viſible and inviſible. They are all 
his by Creation, he made them, and not they 


tenance and Preſervation ; for he upholds them 
Goodneſs. They are all his in Reſpe& of Go- 
vernment and jurisdiction. His imperial Scep- 
Providence extends to all his Creatures, from 
the leaſt of them to the greateſt, from the mean- 


covenanted People. Therefore he puts his 


them from others, They are his peculiar Trea 
only in Reſpect of Creation, Preſervation, and 
knowledge, Election, Redemption, Juſtification, 
Myſterious Inhabitation of his Spirit. 1 70h. 3. 24 
2dly, It ſignifies his Care for and Concern in 
them. They are his Garden which he Waters e 
Vinejard which he hath planted in a fruitful Hil 


and 


ind protects: Where he reſides diſplaying te 
lagnificience ot his Grace, the Glory of his 4 


nakes the Rivers of his Pleaſures to flow, and 
he Fruits of Paradiſe to be ſweet unto their 
Taſte, Pſ. 46. throughout. 3dly, This glorious 
Name ſhews the Honour he puts on them. 
Names are given not only for abe but 
or Ornament. As he owns an Honourable Re- 
ation to them, ſo he gives them Honourable. 
Names and glorious Titles. 1/4, He owns the 
Relation of a Father, a Brother, yea, a Husbaud. 
of. 2. 19. And I will betrothe thee unto me for 
wer, yea, 1 will betrothe thee unts me in Righteouſ- . 
eſs, and in Judgment, and in loving : Kindueſs, 
nua in Mercy. lia. 62. 5. As the Bridegroom re- 

WH oiceth ever the Bride, ſo ſhall thy GOD rejoice over 


irles and Deſignations. Iſa. 62. 3, 4. Thou 
halt alſo be a Crown of Glory in the Hand of the 
ORD, and a Royal Diadem in the Hand of thy 
OD. Thou jhalt no more be termed, Forſaken ; 
zeither ſhall thy Land any more be termed, Des 
olate: But thou ſhalt be called Hephzibah, and 
dreh Land Beulah. For the LORD delighteth 
ation thee, and thy Land ſball le married. 3dly, 
culanWHe beſtows on them Honourable Privileges; 
e eſteems and loves them, he guides and pro- 


rn in gects them; he is a Sun and a Shield, and no 
rs good Thing will he withhold from thee. He 
Hi ves them his Spirit, brings them into his 


hambers, ſhews them his Covenant, makes 
is Banner over them to be Love, ſheds Abroad 
us Love in their Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, 
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iſdom, Power and Goodneſs ; - where he 


hee. 2dly, He gives them Honourable Names, 


fjipouſes their 
nemies; he that ouches them,touches the Apple 
r Kis. Eye. He dvgives their Iniquities, heals 
* their Diſeaſes, fills their Mouth with good 
Things. 103. 3, 4. Redeems their Lite from De- 


5 among the Pots like Scullions; but ſets them 
don at his Table as Children: And makes 
them as Doves whoſe Wings are covered with 


68. 13. Though they were Black as the Tents 


impoms on our part. 
dur Husband, and if we be true and real Chriſti J 
ans, we are the Bride the Lamb's Wife. He isÞ 
Teacher and Guide, we his Scholars and Diſci- 


Inſtruction and Correction from him. 24h, Out 
_ owning and maintaining that Relation, 75 lo- 


8 8 


b — to ſay, LORD, LORD, unleſs we © ds. the 
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arrel, avenges them on their E 


ſtruction, Crowns them with loving Kindneſs 
and tender Mercics. He ſuffers them not to ly 


Silver, and their Feathers with yellow Gold. Pf 


of Kedar, -he makes 1 5 beautiful as the Curtains 
of Solomon. Song. 1. - 
- 2aly, CONSIDER what the Name Chriſta 


IJ. OUR Relation 65 Mie if he be our Father 
then we are his Children, he is the Bridegroom 


our Maſter. and we his Servants, he is out 


ples willing to fit down at his Feet, and receive 


rying in it, we have no Reaſon to be aſhamed 
bf our Maſter. He is the moſt Honourable; 
the moſt Beneficent, and the moſt Compaſſionate 
Per that ever we can ſerve, We muſt own 
not in Word only, but in Deed. I is ut 


Nil of eur Father which is in Heaven. Mar þ 
21. 8 he avouch | us to be his People, u 


2 — 5 * = þ 
-_— * 


8 7 * 
4 - 
4 o 
1 - : 
- 


"1 


Fl . 


* 
* 
* 


23 + 1 . 
2 Y | 2 z 
1 f 3 he 
i I 4 ; . 
* 
| | 1 


ought tb avouch him to be our G op. Deu. 26. 


17. And therefore, 3alyj, We muſt Forſake, Re- 


nounce and Abjure all other Maſters and ſtrange 
Lords that formerly had Dominion over us. I/ 26. 


13. v- 12. Satan and all his Works, the World and 
all its Pomps and Vanities ; the Fleſh with 


all its inordinate Motions, Affections and Vile 


Luſts. Chriſtians are in Covenant with GOD, 
and therefore their Covenant with Hell and 
Death muſt be diſannulled. 4thly, It imports. 
our Dependence upon him for all theſe Things 
we ſtand in need of, and eſpecially for that 
holy Anointing by which we are taught of Gop, 


eſtabliſhed and enabled to abide in him. 2 Cor. 
WH. 21. 1 J. 2. 27. 5thly, The performing of 


all Duties incumbent on them, who are dignt- 


fed with {o glorious a Title. Names are given 


not only for Diſtinction and for Honour, but 
alſo to be Remembrancers of the Duty we 


owe. Thoſe that are in a Honourable Station 
Wſhould Live and Act as becomes that Station. 


that they be not a Diſgrace unto it. The Son of 


a King ought not to live and behave like the 


Son of a Beggar, or Vagabond. It ill becomes 
the Children of a Prince to Company with 


Thieves and Rogues. The Servants of Chriſt 
muſt not live {ike the Servants of Belial. It 
was the ſaying of Alexander the Great to one 


of his Souldiers called by his Name, and who 
did not. behave as became the Follower of fo re- 
nouned a Commander; Either Change thy Name, 


er fend thy Manners. Alas! There are to 


many among thoſe that are called Chriſtians, 


ho deſerve the ſame We are cal 
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led by his worthy Name, we ought therefore 
to know and acknowledge our Maſter, to Eſteem tl 
Love, and Honour him, to Worſhip; Serve, and Wl # 
Obey him in all T hings. We are bound to. Ml <4 
plane his Intereſt and Advance his Glory, ſo fr 
far as in us lys. Mal. 1. 6. 


THERE are two Things mainly which the I f. 
Chriſtian Name leads us to conſider. 1. What be 
we are bound to as Chriſtians. 2. What great, Pri- OL 

 wileges we partake of, if we be true and ftucere NC 
Chriſtians. As to the Fiiſt, By our Profeſſion fu 


ot Chriſtianiry, we are bound to theſe three. 1. 
Jo embrace and believe the Doctrine of Chriſt. 
Jo obey the Precepts of Chriſt. And, 3. To 9 
the Example of Chriſt. 

157, AS we are Chriſtians, we are obliged to 
believe the Chriſtian Doctrine, which may be 
ſummed up in theſe following Articles or Heads. 
1. THAT there is one Supream and infinite- 

ly Perfect Being whom we call GOD, Who is 
' a Spirit, Eternal, Unchangeable and Incompre- 
henſible, indued with all imaginable Perfection, 

and far removed from every Thing that ſavours 
ot Imperfection. GOD is Light, and in him is 
no Darkneſs at all. His Power is an Omnipo- 
tent Power, his Knowledge an Omniſcient 
Knowledge, his Wiſdom is unſearchable. His 
Holinets without Spot or Blemiſh; his Juſtice 
Exact, his Wrath Terrible, his Goodneſs Un- 
ſpeakable, and his Mercy over all his other 
Works; his Faithfulneſs as the great Mountains, 
and his fudgments a great Depth. He is. the 
All-ſufficient, Selt-fuſficienr, Being, deriving his 
Being from none, but giving Being to all other 
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| rable Things in the Works of GOD, which the 
learnedeſt Rabbi cannot explain, and the deepeſt. 
We cannot tell how _ + 
our Souls and Bodies are united, nor how these 


N 19 — 
45% THAT ce is a Timity of Perfoits W i 


the one bleſſed Godhead, Te FarhER Son 


aud Hory Gnosrt, and that theſe three are on GOD. 


equal in Power and Glory! The FAT HER; being 
from himſelf, the So eternally begotten of the 
FATHER, and the Hol GHOST proceeding 
from the Fa rHñER and the Sox. 


' Altho” this 
be a Myſtery far beyond the Comprehenſion of 


our finit and ſhallow Reaſon; yet it contains 


nothing contrary to Reaſon. And (cing it is 


fully and clearly revealed to us in the Divine 
Oracles, we ought to embrace it with all Re- 
verence and Humility, Why may not -GOD 


Reveal to us that concerning himſelf, which 
ve cannot comprehend ? Can we by ſearching 


find out GOD ? Can we find out the Almighty unte 
Perfection? Job 11. 7. Are there not innume- 


Reach cannot Fathom : 


Parts of Matter do hang together. How many 
Puzling Queſtions are there in the 38 and 39 


Chap. of Job, which the moſt learned cannot 


Anſwer ? Ve are but of Tefterday, and we know 
nothing, for our Daꝶ are but a ſhadow. Job 8. 9. 
This however may be Ground of Comfort to 
all GOD's People, that though we know not 
this Myſtery now, yet the Day is coming when 
we ſhall know it mote diſtinctly and ſatisfying- 
ly ; In that Day ſpal. ye *know'( ſays Chriſt to 
his Diſciples ) that I am in the Faber, and the 
Father in me. John 14. 
oy a5 through a a — but then * all 
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10. 20, Now we ſce but 
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[ "he Fare co Face, and know him as we ate 


known of him; yet this is not to be ſo under- 
. Roodaas if we could ever know him comprehen- 


| Z lively : . | or finite can never comprehend that 


Which is Infinite; but that all our Doubts 
ſhall be ſatisfied, when in his Light we ſhall 
ſee Light. We ſhould long for that happy Day 
and ___ in the Hopes of it. 

34h, THAT this Infinite and Everlaſting 
GOD hath fore-ordained all things, created all 


x Things, and upholdeth all Things, by the 


Word of his Power, and Governs them by his 
Unſearchable Wiſdom and Providence. So that 
one Sparrow cannot fall to the Ground, one 
Hair cannot tall from our Heads without his | 
ordering. He does in the Heavens above, and 
in the Kingdoms of Men upon Earth what 
leaſes him. He Orders all Things for Holy 
nds, and Wiſe Pur poſes; ſo that all the Afflicti- 
ons and Calamities that befall his People in 
this Vale of Miſery, ſhall be ſeen at laſt to Work 
together for their Good. Rom. 8. 28. 
4thly, THAT as this great GOD created 


the br Hoſts of Heavens, the Sun, Moon 


and Stars, ſo he made an innumerable Company 
of Inviſible and Spiritual Beings, called Angels, 
ſome of which being confirmed by Divine 
Grace, do continue in their primitive State of 
Integrity and Felicity: Others ot them being 
left to the Freedom of their own fallible Will 
left their firſt Eſtate, and becauſe of their rebel- 
ling againſt the Law of their Great Creator 
and King, are reſerved in Chains of ee to 
the. een 7 the * Day. ** 656. 
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gh THAT" COD bring formed ihe 


Earth from a confuſed Chaos to a beautiful 


Order, and given Being to the various Tribes 
ol Vegetative and Senſitive Creatures therein, 
did, laſt of all, make Man, Male and Female : 

Adam out of the Duſt of the Earth, and Eve 
out of a Rib of his Side, They were made af- 
ter the Image of GOD, in Knowledye, Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs with Domimon over the Creatures. 
Gop having thus made Man upright, gave 
him a Two-fold Law. 1. The Moral Law writ- 
ten in his Heart; and then a poſitive Law, For- 
bidding him th eat of the Tree of Knowledge of 


the Promiſe of Life everlaſting, upon his con- 
tinuing Obedient, and with the Threatning of 


Death Temporal, Spiritual and Eternal, in 


Caſe of Diſobedience. This was the Covenant 
of Works which Gon made with Adam in 


the State of Innocency. 9 


6thly, ME are to believe, That our firſk Patents 
did not cuntinue in that State of Innoceney and 


Happineſs; but tell from the ſame into à State 


of Sin and Miſery, by their eating the Forbid- 
den Fruit, and that all their Poſterity were in- 
volved with them in the ſame Guilt and Con- 
demnation. For by one Man Sin entered into the 
Mirld, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed u- 
pon all Men, becauſe that all have fiuned, Rom. 5. 
12. 3. 23. 41 dave fired and wag Hort "of * 
wins of GOD. 2 
Ithiy, THAT'tho* our' eſt Parents Heſtroyed 

themſelves and their Poſterity;" yet they touſd 
not 1925 chemſclyes out of that forlorn Condi | 
| tian. 


Good and Evil. This Law was enforced witng 
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22 
tion. They plunged themicives into the Ditch, * 
but could not riſe again. Man canuot reſtore 0 
himſelf to the divine Favour by any Thing he d 
cau either do, or ſuffer, or otter to GOD by h. 
Way of Atonement for his Sin. He laſt all Abi- 


lity, either to Obey the Law, or to make Sa- ſo 
tisfaction for Sins that are paſt. 2b: -banen would ce 
not be ſufficient for Wood, nor the Cattel on a ye 

' Thouſand Hills tor a Burnt-Oftering. Tho'he. hi 
could Otter Thouſands of Rams, and Ten Thouſand to 
Rivers of Oil, or give the Fruit of his Body for the e 
G Sin of his Soul ; all this could not ſatisſie Di- of 
vine Juſtice, nor finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, nor 5 
deliver Man from deſerved Wrath. Md 6. 7G 
Rum. 8. 3. Hof. 13. L. = F7 
8:hbly, THAT Gop whe 1s Fall. of. GCenpatint FE] 
and flow to Anger; had pity on fallen Man, and 
therefore having from all Eternity ordained WM a 
ſome to Eternal Lite, did enter into a ew C. K 
veuant of Grace with them, to deliver them out , w. 
 theEftate of Sin and Miſery, and bring them into Ml fo 
an Ellate of Salvation by a Redeemer, and ſo by J. 
this new and living Way he brings many Sons Pr 
into Glory. They were not elected becauſe ph 
of their Fore· ſeen Faith or good Works, theſe IM ſo 
being the Fruit and not the Cauſe; of Election, on 
Rom, . 29, 30. Epb, 1. 3, 4. 1 et. 1. 2. ſub 
geh, THAT this Redeemer is the Loy Tarn Go 
Crnasr; (by. whole. Name we are called) the li. 


only þegotten Son of Gon, full of Grace and ; 
Truth : And that this Mediator .of\the. New WW bei 
; Covenant is COD and Man in one Perſon; and Co 
tofu Natures for,: ever. That: he is the ane 
true an diving Go. co- equal, co- eternal and 
7 conſubſtantial 


Ss 11 
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conſubſtantial with the Father, appears from 


the Names and Titles of God, the Attributes 
ot Gop, the Works of Go, and the Worſhip 


due to Gos only, Which are all aſcribed. to 


him in the Holy Scriptures. 
10:hly, THAT this Excellent & Gigticns Pl 


ſon, tho? he was in the Form of Gop, and 


counted it no Robbery to be equal with Gop, 
yet came in the Form of a Servant, took upon 
him the Likeneſs of ſintul Fleſn, having aſſumed 
to himſelf a true Body and a reaſonable Soul, con- 


ceived by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt in the Womb © 


ef the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without Sin, 
and ſo became truly Man, as well as tlie true 
Gov. Philip. 2. 6. 1 Joh. 5. 20. Thi is that 


great My w of Godlineſs, GOD my 48 n te 0 


Flejh.' 1 * 3. 16. 

11thly, THAT Chriſt as our Redeemer executes 
| 2 Three-fold Office, of a Prophet, Prieſt and 
King: And ſo is a compleat and ſufficiently 
well qualified Saviour, anſwering our 'Three- 
fold Malady. 1. Our Guilt in ſatisfying Divine 


ices by the Sacrifice of himſelſ as our great high. 


Prieſt, 2. Our Blindneſs and Ignorance as a Pro- 
phet, opening the Eyes of our Underſtanding, aud 
- fo reaching us the Will of Gap tor our Salvati- 


„on. 3. Our Weakneſs and Frowar dneſs,as a King 
2 ſ#bduing 1s to himſelf, taking away the Heart of 


Stone, and writing his Law in our Hearts, and de- 

liver ing us out of the Hands of our Enemies. | 
12thly, THAT this Juſt One humbled himſelf, 

being born of a Mean Woman, and” in, a low 


Condition, not having where to lay his Head; 


and after a HA of Poverty and Contempr, he 
| ſubmitred 
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ſubmitted to the ſhametul, * and 1 hin 
cath of the Croſs. But tho? he died, and was do 
buried, he roſe again the third Day, and a- N it 
Icended d up into Heaven, and was exalted toi acc 
reat Honour and Dignity, having all Power in bee 
Heaven and Earth committed to him. The Ene- 45 
mies of Chriſtianity fail not to object to us, That Ja 
we believe in a crucified Malefactor; But if” 
they would conſider his Exaltation, this would pet 
ſufficiently take away the Scandal of the Cros. we 
He aſcended up on high, and led Captivity Captive, Ml we 
aud triumphed over Principalities aud Powers. As dr: 
by his Death he ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, magni · ¶ anc 
fied the Law, made Atonement for Sin, brui- en 
ed the Head of the old, crooked, Serpent; ſo he pet 
purchaſed innumerable Benefits for his People. is! 
He received Gifts for Men; the Grace o bi 
Regeneration, Juſtification, Adoption, Sancti 74 
fication, Reconciliation with Gop, Acceſs to the 
his Throne of Grace, Peace of Conſcience, JoyM ow 
in the Holy Ghoſt, Increaſe of Grace, aud: Per- Di 
Jeverance therein, till Grace be perfected in 
Glory. | th: 
1355, THA in Order to our partaking of che Cet 
Benefits of Redemption purchaſed by Chriſt, a C 
we muſt receive him by a true and lively Faith ou; 
in all his Offices, as our Prophet to Inſtruct us, Te 
as our Prieſt to Reconcile us to Gap, and as our kne 
King to Rule over us: To whoſe Laws we Re 
muſt be willingly Subject, but relying on his Th 
Righteouſneſs alone, as the Meritorious Cauſe cor 
of e and Salvation. This - juſti- ¶ mu 
fying aith is expreſſed in Scripture, by Jooking, i rit. 


coming, opening our Hearts to bim, by believing - 
| vin 


— 


* 


doth juſtiſie a Sinner, yet it is not alone, when 


| Diſpoſitions . Eph. 2. 8. 


abound ! GOD forbid, Rom. 8. 1. 6. 1. And a 


him, leaning upon bim. But tho? this Faith alone 


it doch juſtifie, and therefore will neceſſarly be. 


bedience, the Study of Holineſs and good Works. 
AR, 2. 37. 16. 30, 31. Rom. 3. 28. Philip. 3. 9. 
am n , v 29 07 66) 
14. h/, THAT becauſe we cannot believe, re- 
pent or turn ot our ſelves; for we are blind, 
weak, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins: Theretore 
we muſt have the Grace of the Holy Spirit; to 
draw us to Chriſt, ta work in us both to will 
and to do, to convince us of our Sin and Miſeryj, 


enlighten our Minds, and renew our Wills, to 


rſwade and enable us to embrace Chriſt, as he 


is freely offered to us in the Goſpel. I is not of 
him that willeth, or of him that runnet h, but of GOD 


that ſheweth Mercy. Free Grace mult have all 
the Praiſe. Nothing muſt be aſcribed to our 
own good Works or good Endcavours, or good 
It10 Joh. 16. 8. 

15:hly, AS Chriſtians we are bound to believe, 


chat it is our Duty to obey the Moral Law ſin- 


cerely, univerſally and conſtantly ; not indeed as 

2 Covenant of Works, to expect Juſtification by 
our Qbedience, but as a Fruit ot our Faith,and 
Teſtimony of our Gratitude. to GOD, and Ac- 

knowledgmeat of his Authority over us, and our 
Reſpe& to the Eternal Law of Righteouſneſs. 
They that are in Chriſt, are abſolved from the 
condemning Power of the Law ; but withal they, 
muſt not walk after the Fleſh, but after the dpi 


rit. Hall we take Liberty to fin that Grace may 


kho' 
Per- 


accompanied with Repentance, Love, new. O- 


1226 55 
Perte&ion in Holineſs is n betxpeRed in 
this Life, becauſe of the Relicts of a Body of 
Sin and Death that are to be found in the beſt 
of Chriſtians, yet it's our Duty to aim at it, and 
aſpire toward it as far as poſſible, 2 Cor. 7. 1 


Evangelical Perfection, which conliits in a ſincere 
Endeavour to commit no Sin, and one — 
wie know to be Duty. 
16h, THAT as the Beneßtübf Redemption 
are taught us in the Word, fo they are repreſen- 
ted, ſealed, and applied to Believers in the Sa- 
craments of the New Teſtament, which are on- 


:ly two, Baptiſm and the LORD's Supper. The 


oOne is che Sacrament. of Initiation, the other of 
our Confirmation. The firſt is the Sign and 
Seal of our Regeneration; the other of our Spi- 
ritual Growth e And in both we come under 
Jolemn Ties to renounce the Service of Satan and 
Sin, and to devore our ſelves to the_Fear and 
Service ot GOD +. And if we be worthy Par. 
| takers, we receive an undoubted Righr to Chrilt 
and all his Benefits. And that the Efficacy ot 
them depends not on any Virtue that is in them, 
or in him that doth admiuiſter; but on the Bleſſing of 
Chriſt, and the Working of his Spivit in them, who 
JV) Faith receiue them, Mat. 28. 3 e 26, 27 
1 Cor. 3. 6, 7. 12: 134 
-..I7#hly, THAT asit is 8 928 Men once 
| to: die, ſo after Death comes Judgment, when 
every one ſhall reap as they have ſowen, and 
receive 4 Sentence according to the Deeds done in the 


Body : | And that there is a Day * where- 
21 ir 


Tho' we cannot attain to 2 legal Perfection, o 
as to be wholly free of Sin, yet we may arrive at 


been unjuſtly oppreſſed by the Men of the World, 1 


Jed. And the Wicked-who have flouriſhed like 4 1 
green Bay Tree, ſhall ſee the doleful End of all 


; | 
oq 


1 _ 
in GOD will judge the Murid by the Mai ar * 
Jeſus; and 8 ſhall the Myſteries ot Prori- | 
dence be unridled. The Righroots who have 


ſhall be openly acquirted, and glorioufly reward- 


their imaginary Happineſs; and for their con- 
temning 803, and perſecuting his People, ſuall 
be publickly condemned, filled with Shame — 
Confuſion ot Face, and adjuded to Everlas? 
Torments in the Lale that burns with Fire 
Brimo tone, Mat. 25. 23, 46. 2 Theſ. x. 6 10. 
1875¹⁰, THAT in Order to this general Tudgs 18 
ment, there ſhall be 4 Reſurrection both of the | 
Ju? and Unjuſt. The Bodies of Believers, that | 
were ſowen in Diſhonour, fhall be raiſed in Hon- 
our and Glory. Ten b Mortality put on Im- 
mortallity, and Sh hy we Da put on TIncorruptions 
Chriſt) will change their vile Bodies, and make 
them like unto his own glorious Body. They 
ſhall be no more ſubje& to Sickneſs, Pain & Weak- 
8 nor ſhall they be a Clog to the Soul, as 
many Times they were in this Lite. All the 
Wicked ſhall be raiſed in Contempt and Di 
honour, dragged out of their Dungeons to meet 
the dreadful Judge, who will come with his 
mighty Angels, and in faming Fire to take Ven- 
geance on all that know not GOD, and obey not the 
Coſpel; who ſhall be puniſhed with Everlaſting 
Deſtruction from the Preſence of the LORD and 
the Glory of his Power. This ſhall be the Portion +$ 
of all the unbelieving, impenitent, and Ungod- |] 
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1 ly and ſlothful World, 1 Cor. 15. 43. 4 24. 5) 


and our partaking of the Benefits of Redempti- 


in the Uſe ot all commanded Means, ſuch as 
Reading, Hearing,and Meditating on the Ward, 


Examining the State of our Souls, Exerciſing out 
ſelves unto Godlineſs, Making ſerious, trequent 
and fervent. Adreſſes to the Hearer of Prayer, 


to work out our Salvation with Fear and Trem. 
bling, and to give all Diligence to make out 
Calling and Election ſure; For the Hand of tbe 


wit h Rags, Phil. 2. 12. Prov. 8. 33, 36. 6. 6 11. 


. 196hly, THAT in Qrder to our being fitted 
for that great and terrible Day ot the LORD, 
on, it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary 8 that are 


come to the Years of Diſcretion, to be diligent 


Receiving the Sacrament, Communing with; our 
own Hearts, Searching and Trying our Ways, 


that he may aſſiſt us by the Grace of his Spirit, 


Diligent maketh rich,while Droufineſs covers a Man 


” othly, AND, Lastly, Chriſtians: are bound 
to believe, that the Holy Scriptures of-the Qld 


and New Teſtament, (which reveal all theſe 


Truths unto us) are indeed the Word of the 


True and Living GOD, whch he hath given for 


a perfect Rule of Faith and Manners, te which 


we do well to take Heed, as unto a Light ſhiningin 
a dark Place; and that all Scripture is given by 


divine Inſpiration, as appears both from the 
intrinſick and extrinſick Marks of their divine 


Original, ſuch as the Sublimity of the Doctrines 
the Purity of the Precepts, the Sweetneſs of the 


Yromiſes, the Dreadfulneſs of the Threatnings, 
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Gael uence and Efficacy. they have in turning Sins 
RD. Iuers from Darkneſs unto Light, from Sin to Ho- 

lineſs, from Satan unto GOD. The divine 
Authority of the Scriptures is further evinced 
from the fulfilling of the Prophecies, and particu- 


the Miracles that were wrought by Moſes and 


loved not their Lives unto the Death, but cheer- 
fully took, not only the ſpoiling of their Goods, 


neſs, but Death it ſelf in' its moſt formidable 
Appearance, when 'attended with the moſt 
frightful Circumſtances' of horrid and helliſh 
Cruelty, 2 Tim. 3. 16. 2 Pet. 1. 19, 20, 21. 28. 
Eph. 2. 20. Iſa. 8. 0. 9 


— 


ALL theſe great Truths, were they firmly 


but have Influence on our Practice, to excite us 
to Fear GOD and eſchew- Evil, to ceaſe from 


.. : COD? Who is mighty" to ſave, and mighty to des 
„fro, who. bas ſtretched out the Heavens as a Cur- 
in, who has laid the Foundations of the Earth; 


7 * in the empty Space j and formed all theſe b 
ning 
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the Conſent and Harmony ef al its Parts, the 
„great Scope and Drift of the whole, The Glory | 
1% Bf GOD, and the Salvation of Max; the great In- 


larly theſe concerning the Coming ot the Meſſias, 
the Prophets under the Old Teſtament, and by 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles under the New; the 
Blood of ſo many thouſands of Martyrs, whe 


Bonds and Impriſoments, Hunger and Naked- 


believed, and ſeriouſly conſidered, could not 


Sin, and learn to do good. What can be more 
rational and becoming a Chriſtian, than to have 
a high Eſteem and Veneration for that Great 


and who ſets reſtraining Bounds to the raging Waves | 
BY the La, who has hanged this Terraqueous G ö! 


£ 


. 
1 


is the 


11 
| . of Arbe who Guides all. their Ming. ani 
orders all their Courſes, Can 
more fit: and reaſonable, than that we {fhauld 
love, honour and ſerve him, who has ſuch:glo. 
rious Rewards to beſtow; and ſuch ::dreadtul 
Puniſhments to inflict on his Creatures, accor: 
ding as er erna g5 ſhall. be 2 And. chi 


Can there be any Thing 


$4 
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e. THIN G which- eu Profeſſion of 


the Chriſtian Religion 
12. To obey the Laws ot Jeſus Chriſt, and to 
keep his — — In ſpeaking. on this 
Head, I ſhall, 1. Sew whattheſe Commands are, 
2. What Obligation we are under to obey them, 


binds us to, Ver 


1. THIS is his Commandment, To believe in! 


Father of our Lord 
the Son leſt he be angry. And 1 Joh 
alſo required by the Son himſelt, of all that ex 
peR to be ſaved by him, and to obtain that E- 
verlaſting Reſt he has purchaſed and preparel 
for them. Mat. 11. 28. Come unto m all ye that 
labour aud are heavy laden. ia. 45. 22. Look uni 
me all ye. Ends of the Earth and be ſaued. This 
we are encouraged to with the Promiſe of ever 
laſting Life, as the Neglect and Contempt of it 
expoſes us to the Wrath of GOD, and the nil 
_ fearful Puniſhment, Joh. 3. 16. When Sinners te 
tuſe to come to him that they. may get Lite, 
how tuefully does he lament over them, com- 
plain ot them, and expoſtulate with them, Joh. 
40. Pſ. 81. 10 Mat. 23. 37. In Order to out 
receiving Chriſt as our Savour, and the only 


—— «ded Dicty and us, it! 
n 


| his Name. This is injoined by the GO and 
Jeſus. Chriſt, a. 2. 12. Kiſt 


. 23. In 


6. 


CY ꝛ ffx 
neceſſary. that we be throughly convinced of our 
Sin and Miſery, and of our utter Inability 
to help and relieve our ſelyes: That our Minds 


*. 


well ſuited to all our Neceſſities, to forgive 

our Iniquities, to ſanctifie out Natures, renew 
all our Faculties, and conquer all our Enemies; 
And on this Account he is called, The Lamb of 


Surety, by whoſe Stripes. we are healed, the Refuge 


Shadow of a great Rock in a weary Land, the A- 


ently manifeſted, by his che arfulundertaking 
Compact with the Father, by his becoming. a 


of Sinners in his Lite, and his Suffering far 
more Ignominy, Pain, and Sorrow in his Death. 
His Willingneſs to help Sinners is ſurther de- 
monſtrated by the Frequency of his Calls, the 


el. I beſceching Sinners, with. Love in his Heart, and 
8 — Tears in his Eyes, to come unto him for Life 

on and Salvation. When one is convinced f all 
5 can rhete remain au/ Penbe but eg our 
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be enlightned in the Knowledge of Chriſt, to 
ſee that there is no other -Sayiour but him, and 
that he is ſufficiently qualified, and admirably 


GOD that takes away the Sins of the World, the 
Captain of Salvation, the Phyfician of Souls, the 


of diſtreſt Sinners, a Covert from the Tempeſt, the 
Poſte and high Priest of our Profeſſi on, w bo bare MS. 
Sens in his own Body on: the accurſed Tree. We 
muſt be perſwaded of his Willingneſs as well as. 
his Ability to help us, and this he has ſuffici- 


the great Work of our Redemption, by his 
coming in the Fulneſs of Time, according to his 


Man of Sorrows, and acquainted withGriet,by 
his enduring ſuch Contempt and .Contradifion . 


Fervency and Kindline(s. of his Invitations; his 


„ 
Intereſt as well as our Duty, to open out] I; 
Hearts and let in this King of Glory, to te- fe 


ceive him as the LORD our Righteouſnefs, to lay 


the Streſs of our Salation, and caſt the Burden 
of our Diſtreſſed Souls npon him, to accept of 


him as our Saviour, Husband and Redeemer; 


as our Prophet, Prieſt, and Sig, as our Ad- 


vocate at the Father's Right Hand; and to 
truſt to his Merits alone for Pardon of Sin, and 
Life everlaſting. And this is that which we call 
juſtifying Faith. But, „ 


à⁊ah, Leſt any preſuriptuous Sinner ſhould 


think that he may believe in Chriſt and get Hea- 
ven, and yet continue in the Practice of Sin, out 
Bleſſed Redeemer commands us alſo to repent; 
and that under the Pain of Eternal Perdition, 
Luk. 13. 3. 5. Rev. 2. 16. Repent, or elſe I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will fight againſt the 
with the Sword of my Mouth. Rev. 3. 3. 19. Bt 
Lealous therefore and repent. This was the Com- 
mand of John the Baptift, and all the Prophets 


before him, and of the Apoſtles after him, Mat. 


3. 2. Mar. 1. 15. Act. 2. 38. 28. 20. c. For the 
Neglect of this, Chriſt denounces dreadfal Woes 


againſt Chorazin and Bethſaida, Mat. 11. 20. 


This Duty of Repentance includes Conviction 
of Sin, Contrition and Godly Sorrow for it, 
Confeſſing it unto GOD, with full Purpoſe and 
Reſolution to forſake it, and ſtrive againſt it, 
both in Heart and Life. And good Reaſon have 


| we to do fo; For Sin is the worſt and greateſt 


bf all Evils. It is the woful Spring of all that 
Deluge of Miſery and Wo that has broke in us 


pon the World fince the Fall of our firſt * 


— 


Gl. 


It is hateful to Gd, . FT? to our 
ſelves., It robes us ot. our Honour, our 
Glory, sur Innocence, our Strength, our, 
Life. It mars the Image of GOD in our Souls, 
and makes us like unto the Devil, that Arch- 
Traitor, and Apoſtatefrom GoD and Goodneſs. 
It defiles, detorms, weakens, wounds, in- 
{laves and deſtroys both Soul and Body in Time 
and through Eternity. We ought therefore to 
clean ſe our ſelves from all Filthineſs, both of the . 


Hb and Spirit, putting away all Ungodlineſs, Un- 


righteouſneſs, Iutemperance, Senſuality, Gluttony, 
Druikeneſs, Whoredom, Lying, Swearing, Stealiag, 


Back-biting, Railing, Covetouſueſs, Hypocrifie, Ma- 


lit, Wrath, Envy, Strife, Emulation, Hatred, 
Witchcrafts, Herefies, &c. with a Reſolution never 
to return with the Dog tothe Vomit. Theſe Things 


being utterly, inconliſtent with our Chriſtian Pro- 


feſſion, and repugnant to our Peace, Comfort, 
and Happineſs in this World, or that which is 
to come: And theretore our LORD commands 


Ius to pluck our the Right Eye, cut off the Right 


Hand, or Right Foot, if they offend ru, that is, to 
mortifie our deareſt Luſts and Idols ( which 
Sinners have as litt!e Liking to part with, as 
with their Right Eye ot Right Hand) And he 
gives a very good Reaſon for it, viz, It # let- 
ter for thee to enter into Life maimed, and havi 
one Eye, than baving two Feet or tue Eyes te 2 | 
caſt into Hell Fire, where their Worm dieth mot, 


aud the Fire is not quenched, Mark 9. 43-+ 48. 


This Duty, tho' unpleaſant to Fleſh and Blood, 


yet it's abſolutely neceſſary. F you walk after 


the Fleſh, Jou fall die; = if ye, through the TS 


do morti ſie the Deeds 0 5 250 ye ſhall live, Rom. 
8. 13. Theſe Sons of Zeruiah will be too. ſtrong 
for us to maſter; and therefore we muſt implore 
the Help of the Divine Spirit. hs 3 


3. Becauſe it is not enough to ceaſe to do e. his 
vil, unleſs we alſo learn to do well. Our LORD pat 
and Maſter therefore requires us to be holy as that 
he is Holy, to be perfect, as our Father in Hea- All 
ven is perfect. We muſt come up to the perfed ver 
Pattern of Righteouſneſs, at leaſt as near as pol, For 
fible, perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of the LORD, vr 
Mat, 5. 48. 2 Cor. 7. 1. 1 Joh. 3. 3. Holineſs is 
the chief Ornament of the Rational Creature; 
It is the Perfection of our Nature. It makes 
us like to GOD, and acceptable to him, it fill 
us with Joy, Peace and Contentment here, and 
gives the bleſſed Proſpect of a glorious Rewatd 
hereafter. P.. 119 165. Great Peace have thy 
which love thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend them 
A great Reward is provided for them that keep 
his Commandments. 19. P.. 11. We ought to 
keep them ſincerely, cheerfully, univerſally, ref 
ſolutely and conſtantly. Holineſs conſiſts oi 
three great Branches, our Duty to GOD, out 
Duty to Man, and our Duty to our ſelves. . As 
to the Firſt, We ſhould ſtrive to know GOD! 
acquaint our ſelves with him, love, honour, tea 
and ſerve him, with the greateſt Alacrity and 
Readineſs of Mind, and glorifie him in al 
Things. As to the Second, We ſhould love out 
Neighbour as our ſelves, do for him all thats 
Juſt, generous, kind and charitable, courteous 
and obliging. We muſt do to others what MHerer 
would have others to do to us in the like Cir Pife. 
. DO 3772+ Sul 
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ſtrong cumſtances. We r LW to give cyery 
1plore 
2 Straits, viſit him when ſick, or in Priſon, relieve 
do e. Ihis Wants, aſſiſt him with our beſt Advice, ſym— 
ORD I pathize with him in Affliction, mourn with them 
oly althat mourn, rejoice with them that rejoice. 
Hes. All this we ſhould do, not only to theſe that ne- 
zerte&ſver injured us, but even to our very Enemies; 
is pol. For this is our Saviours Precept too, To Jove 
ORD ſour Enemies, bleſs them that curſe us, do Good to 
1eſs isthem that deſpitefully uſe us. And he confirmed 
ature lit by his Example, when ſuffering the utmoſt 
makes that their Rage and Malice could vent againſt 
it fil him, he prays, Father, forgive them, for they know 
>, andert what they are doing. This ſeems ſomewhar 
eward hard to corrupt Nature; but it is not unreaſon- 
'e theſble to love our Enemies, if we conſider that 
| +hen MOOD makes his Sun to ſhine, and his Rain to 
| all on the Juſt and Unjuſt, that while we were 
yet Enemies Chriſt died for s. That Love and 
Sweetneſs of Temper, as it is pleaſant in it ſelf, 
(ad comfortable to us, ſo it is the readieſt Way 
o melt our Adverſaries into a Senſe of their 
in and Folly : And therefore, ſays the holy 
GOD |Mpoltle, If thine Enemy hunger, feed him: If he 
ur, teu hint, give him drink For in ſo doing thou ſhalt 
ty and Coals of Fire upon his Head, Rom 12. 20. 
in al: not overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil with 
ve Oui Cood. Love to our Neighbour takes in all the 
that i Muties we owe to every one in their ſeveral 
arteouÞrations and Relations. We. ought to honour, 
hat weſÞEFrerence, and obey our Superiors, be kind and 
ke Cir Mifcreet to Inferiors, juſt and civil to our E- 
ſtances (vals, obliging, and 3 and ſerviceable to 


Man his own, but help our Neighbour in his 1 


JJ 
all in Honour, . . Rom. 1 2. 9 
19. The Third Branch of Holineſs concern en 
our Duty to our ſelves. As to this, we ought 
to be moderate, temperate, and ſober in- the Uſe C 
ot Creature Comforts, and lawful Enjoy ments, an. 
Whoredom and Wine take away the Heart, Hi th 
3. 11. They fill the Body with Pain, and the Soul he 
with Diſquiet, and the Conſcience with bitter m 
Remorſe. We ſhould be content with that Lot Tr 
and Station that GOD has carved out for us cer 
in this World, without grudging that our Neigb. A. 
bour is higher, and richer than we: Epictetu 
(tho' a Heathen ) could ſay, I do ever judge tha for 
to be fitteſt which GOD judges to be ſo, GOD fro! 
knows beſt what Lot is fitteſt tor us: If well Th 
can ferve GOD, and keep a good Conſcience Ware 
having Food and Raiment, we ought to be 
therewith content. Nature is ſatisfied with ſees 
few Things; and it is not a honourable Station he 
or great Wealth that can make People happy: Sin 
The World and the Faſhion thereof paſſes away, 
and in a little Space we ſhall all return into the 
Womb of our common Mother the Earth, | 
we exerciſe our ſelves unto Godlineſs, we havet 
Right to the Promiſes ot this Life, & that whidi 
is to come. The Lord gives his People what he 
ſees fit and convenient for them, and will not ſufſe 
them that fear him te want any good Thing 
And oftimes it falls out, That thoſe who ha; 
bur little, enjoy far more Contentment and & 
tistaction, than thoſe that are clothed ſumpt# 
ouſly, and fair delicately every Day. All thi 
mould engage thoſe that are in a mean Station 
o be content, and thoſe that are rich and gram 
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to be humble. It 1s odr Duty alſo to be path 


ent under Affliction, and if we be called to ſuf- 


fer, that we ſuffer not as evil Doers, but as 
Chriſtians 1 Pet 4. 16. We have need of Patience, 
and Patience muſt have its perfect Work. Al- 
tho' the LORD, call us to bear the Croſs, yet 
he bears the heavieſt End of it, and oftentimes 
makes ſweet Fruit to grow out of that bitter 
Tree. The World is full of Changes and Un- 
certainty : All Creature Comforts are but of 
a fading and tranſitory Nature, and many 
Times they promiſe us more than they can per · 
form; at leaſt we promiſe to our ſelves more 
from them, than is really to be found in them. 
Thence it comes to paſs, that our Expectations 
are often diſappointed, and this ordinarly fills 
us with Trouble and Anxiety. The LORD 
ſees it meet to correct his People for their Sins, 
he viſites their Faults with Rods, and their 
Sins with Chaſtiſements, and thus he does to 


prevent a greater Loſs, even their eternal Run 


And therefore it was the Saying of one, Periiſſem 
ni Per iiſſem, I had periſped if I had not been Af- 
ficted. And David conteſt, it was good for him 
that he was afflicted, Pſ. 119. 71, 76.) That I might. 
learn thy Statutes. And thou in Faithfulneſs haſt. 
aſticted me. Upon all theſe Accounts, we ſhould. 
bear our Crofles, Afflictions, Loſſes, and Diſ- 
appointments with Patience and Humility. 
And ſhould endeavour to keep up an equal 
Temper ot Mind in all Events, ſo as not to be 
lited up with Proſperity, nor too much caſt 
down with Adverſity. The Apoſtle Sums ug 
our Duty in three Words, Tit. 3. 12. * 
VV er 


oberly, Right eouſiy and Leah in this preſent World, 


f we {et our Affections on Things above, not 
on Things on the Earth, it will make a ſweet ! 


Calm and Tranquillity in our Souls, whatever 
Storms may blow upon us from without. Fr 
to be carnally minded is Death; but to be ſpiritu- 

ally minded is Life and Peace, Col. 3. 12. Rom 8. 6. 
THESE are the Precepts ot Chriſt, which 
we ly under many Qbligations to obey. His 
Authority over us, his Relation to us, his Pro- 
Priety in us,the ſolemn Ties and Engagements we 
come under at Baptiſm, and which we renew- 
ed when at any Time we approached to his 
Holy Table. The Honour of our Profeſſion, 
the Purity of our holy Religion, the Nature of 


thoſe divine Grares that ſparkle in the Soul of 


; every true Chriſtian, Faith, Love, Hope, Hu- 
mility, c. The many Mercies we have receiy- 
ed already, and the greater Things that we look 


tor hereatter ; and the Care we ought to take 


to diſtingyiſh our ſelves from Hypocrites, Fot. 


maliſts and meer Civilians: The Fear of Pro- 
voking him to Anger, and cauſing him + hide 


his Face from us ; All theſe ſhould, as ſo many 
Cords, bind the Sacrifice to the Altar, and ob- 


lige us to honour our Maſter, to adorn our Pro. 


teſſion, to convince Gainſayers, and to edifice out 
Neighbours by a ſhining Converſation in 4 


* Cheerful, ready, conſtant Obedience to the Com- 


mands of our glorious LORD and Maſter. 
Mat. 5. 14. 16, 2 Cor. 5. 11. 14. The Terror of 
the LORD ſhould perſwade, and the Love of 
GOD conſtrain, and the promiſed Aſſiſtance of 
his Spirit encourage us to our Duty, Phil. 2. 15 
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orld, Et 3 3 39 4 3 5 N * C7 Ws | 
- na Feb. 12. 2. And it we honeſtly obey his Precept, 


weer we cannot miſs to imitate his Example, which 
rover , Þ VS} 2 DX ALLEN ERR 
y 34 THING that our bearing the Chriſtian 
irc. Name obliges us unto. He has not only given 
8. 6 us the beſt Syſtem of rational, uſeful, juſt and 


vhich holy Precepts, but he has alſo written us the 
Hirſh faireſt Copy. He has required nothing of us 
Pro. but what he has given us a bright Example of 
\ts we in hiimſelf, unleſs it be the Duty of Repentance, 
enew. of which he had no Need, ſeing he was Hoh, 


o hig Harmleſs, and ſeparate from Sinners. There was 
-flion, no Guile found in his Mouth, no Deceit in his 
re of HOW, and no Iniquity in his Hand, and we 
ul of | ſhould endeavõur, through Grace, to keep at 
| Hu-ſ 48 Sreat a Diſtance from Sin as he did. We 
eceir- ſhould tread in his Steps, and walk as he walk- _ 
e look ed in this World, I Det. 2. 21. He commands 
take us not only to take up our Croſs, but to'follow- 
, For- him in the Paths of Holineſs, Righteouſneſs, 
Prof Humility, Meekneſs, Charity, Zeal, Diligence, 
hide Patience, Deniedneſs to the World, and to 
many the tranſitory Glories, uncertain Riches, and 
d ob- fading, enſnaring, Pleaſures that are in ir; He 
r Pro- requires us to learn of him, for he was meek and 
fie out bu), Mat. 1 f. 29. He took Delight to do the 
in af - Father's Will, and to do Good wherever he 
Com | came, both to the Souls and Bodies ot Men. 
faſter He went about doing Good. So ſhould, we do 
or ok as far as we have Opportunity," Doing 
ove of fl - Good unto all, eſpecially thoſe of the Houf- 
\ce of hold of Faith, Gal. 6. 10. Our Goodneſs tan- 
2. 13. not extend to GOD, but it may to the. Saints, 
Hb. #b* Excellent Ones of the Earth, Pal. 16. 2. yea a 
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and to our very Encmics. We ſhould imitate 


him alſo in his Meekneſs and Readineſs to for- 
give Injuries, When he was reviled,he revilèd not a- 
gain. I Pet. 2. 23. How unaccountable is it, upon 
every real. or imaginary Injury received from 
our Neighbour, to be ſet on Fire of Hell, 
with furious Paſſion, wrathful Anger, and de- 
viliſh Malice! How unlike is this to the Pro- 


feſſion of a Chriſtian, and the Example of the 


Meek Lamb of GOD ? We ſhould imitate him 
in his Devotion: As he ordinarly waited on 
the public Ordinances, ſo he frequently re- 
tired into a Mountain, or into a Wilderneſs to 
pray to his Heavenly Father. It is Time now 
that we proceed to ſhew in a few Words 
what theſe glorious Privileges are, that all who 
conſcienciouſly pertorm their ops as Win 
ans, have a Right to. 

1. ALL true Chriſtians are united unto Js sus 
Cuax1sr, he dwells in them by his Spirit, they 


dell in him by Faith. This Myſtical Union 
between CHRIST and Believers is clearly and 


1 frequently holden forth to us in Seripture. 


Sometimes CHR1ST is ſaid to be in them, Rom. 


8. 10. 2 Cor. 13. 5. Chriſt is in you except ye be 
Reprobates. Col. 1. 27. Chriſt in you the Hope of 
Glory, Sometimes they are ſaid to be in Chriſt, 

Rom. 8. 1. There is no Condemnation to them that 
are in Chriſt. 1 Cor. 1. 30. Of him are ye it 
Chriſt Jeſus. 1 Jo. 5. 20. And we are in him 
that is true, even in 555 Son Jeſus Christ, it is 

various Ways explained. and ſet forth. Songs 


| times by the Conjugal Union betwixt the Hus- 
= ge Wite; 3 e on the Natura Un. 


en 


Partakers of the Divine Nature, not in Reſpect 


on betwixt the Head and J Members of the 
Body; ſometimes. by the Artificial Union be- 
twixt the Foundation and the Houſe that's. 
Built upon it; Sometimes by the Federal and 
Political Union ' betwixt a King and his Sub- 
jects, a Maſter and his Servants. He is the 
true Vine, : Believers. AS living and fruitful 
Branches are grafred in him. Joh. 15. 1. -— 
And this is neceſſary to their bringing forth 


Fruit, yea much Fruit, that their Heavenly Fa- 


ther may be glorified. . ChRIS T is the Chief 
Corner Stone laid in Sion, yea the only Founda- 


tion on which Believers, as /ively Stones, are 
nts 7 Spiritual Houſe. 1 Pet. 2. 5. They grow 
0 


up info him in all Things, which is the Head, even 


Chriſt, &c. Eph. 4. 15, 16. He is the King whom 


the Father hath ſet upon his holy, Hill Sion. Pla. 2. 


6. They are his Faithful and Loyal Subjects. 4 


He is thę Head, they are his Members, receiv- 
ing Spiritual Influences from him, and daily 
ſupplies. of Grace: 1 Cor. 6. 15. Know ye not 
that your Bodies are Members of Chriſt. 1 Cor. 
6. 15. The Head of every Man is Chrift. 1 Cor. 


11. 3. 12. 12. 27. Now ye are the Body of Chriſt, 


and Members in particular. 1 Cor. 3. 23. And ye 
W Chriſt s. From this Myſtical Union doth 
„ | 1 
2. THEIR Communion with him in' all 
Gifts and Graces, Honours and Prerogatives, 
or Privileges. They have Communion with 
him. 1. In his Natures. 1. His Humane 
Nature. Heb. 2. 14. Philip. 2. 6. — 2. In his 
Divine Nature. 2 Pet. 1. 4. They are made 


of 
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of Subſtance, bur Malteg 578 this = - 
they obtain both by Adoption ang: Rez enerati- | 8 
L 


"0 F003," 13-24 1 08. 2. I hey are 
Born of God, Born from 4508. 1 Joh. 3. 9 
Whoſcever is Born of GOD, doth not FM Sin - Fas 
For his Seed remaineth in aim, and he cahnot Sin, 
becauſe he is Born of GOD. The Meaning is, 1 ® 
That they are not under the Power and Do- . 


minion ot Sin, as thoſe who are ſtill in the Gall 1 © 
of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity, or as they 1 
rhemſelves were before Converſion, and receiv | * 
ing the Baptiſm of the Spirit, Rom. 6. 12. They 5 
are created after the Image of Go, and have p 


the Divine Perte&ions communicated unto them, 
in ſo far as they are capable in this State of . 
Imperfection. wiz. Knowledge, Wiſdom, 
"Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. . adh, They 
have Communion with CHRIST in his Offices, E 
he was annointed to a Three-fold Office of Pro- \ 
pher, Prieſt and King. They are anointed  « 
with the ſame Spirit, and are 21 Kings and 
Prieſts unto GOD and his Father, Rev. I. 6. 5. 1] 
10. They partake of the Benefit of his Offices, + 
and in ſome Reſpe& of the Honour of them too. * 
1. His Prophetical Office, their Benefit by this 
is, that CHRIST makes known to them the 4 
Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, they are , 
revealed unto Babes while they are hid from the 
' Wiſe and Prudent. Math. 11. 25.” He informs 
them of their Hazard, and of the Way to e- 
ſcape it, he lets them ſec their Diſeaſc and the 
Remedy of it, their Wants and his own Fulacls 
He opens their Ears to Diſcipline, and Seals 
Iuſtruction upon them; he gives Eyes 5 by 
ind, 


onour 
erati- 
are 
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Blind, 
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Blind, Ears to the Deaf, Wiſdom to the Feoliſh, 
| Underſtanding to the Ignorant. Never any - 


David that opens, and none can ſhut, he 
none can open, Rev. 3. 


Spoke or Taught like him, He has the Key of 
e ſhuts and © 
7. He Guides them by 
his Counſel, leads taem in the Paths of Righte- 
ouſnels, till they come to the Land of Upright- 


neſs, to the Heayenly Canaan, Immanuel Land 


where Glory dwells, Pſa. 73. 25. They Par- 


take alſo of CHRIS T's Honour, as a Prophet, 
they are expreſly called his Prophets, Pſa. 15. 


15. The Secret of the LORD is with them that fear 
him, Pla. 25. 14. His Secret is with the Righteous, 
Prov. 3. 32. This is not that they are to ex- 


pect new and extraordinary Revelations : But 
ſometimes the Loxrp is pleaſed to bring them 
as it were within the Vail, and let them ſee 


their Names written in the Lamb's Book of Life.” 
He gives them the Spirit ot Adoption, bearing 

Witneſs with their Spirits, that they are the 
Sons of Gop, Rom. 8. 15. — 17. He enables 


them to diſcern the Marks of Saving. Grace: 
To Taſte and ſee that Gop is good, and to ſay, 


Truly our Fellowſhip is with the Father aud with 
the Son, 1 Joh. I. 3. And to ſee their Intereſt - 


in him, My Beloved is Mine, and I am His, Song 


2, 16. They are inſtructed by a ſtrong Hand to 
Teach and Edify others, They confider on another 
zo provoke unto Love, and to good Works, exhorting 
one another. Heb. 10. 24, 25. The Lips of the 
Righteous Feed many. Honey and Milk are un- 
der their Tongue. Song 4.. 11. They ſtrive to. 
bring as many to CHRIST as they can. The 
Woman of Samaria perſwaded her Friends and. 

Os Foo Neighbours, 


Nieighbours to come 3 * . sr. Job. 4. 29, | G 
39. John the Baptiſt pointed out the Lamb of II 
God to his Diiciples, and perſwaded them to 
follow him. One ot them was Andreu, he R 
finds his own Brother Simon, and brought him 
to Js us. IJEsvs finds Philip, and Philip finds P. 
Nathanael, and ſaith to him, L have found him I hi 
| of whom Moſes in the Law, and the Prophets did K 

write, FESUS of Nazareth, Cc. Joh. 1. 35. 
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2. CHRISTIANS partake of the Benefit of , 
CRRIST'S Prieftly Office. Heb. 5. 5.—-. 4. 14. ti 
3. 1. Pſa. 110. 4. He offered himſelf a Sacri- 4 
fice to ſatisfie Divine Juſtice for them, he car- tt 
tries them on his Breatt, as Aaron did the Names 
= of the Twelve Tribes, when he entered into 
the Holy of Holys, he is their Advocate at the 2 
Father's Right Hand making continual Interceſ- 3 
ſion for them, Heb, 9. 14, 28. 2. 17. 7. <A 
They are dignified with the Honourable Title 
of Prieſts unto GOD, they are called, a Royal 
Priefi-hood, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar People. 
They have the Honour to Offer up Spiritual 
Sacrifices, Prayers, Praiſes, Alms, a Broken 
and a Contrite Heart, yea their own ſelves, Soul. 
and Body. Hof. 14. 2. Heb. 13. 16. Rom. 12. 
. 1. Pſas . . 1246 $18 7 
3. IN his K:#gly Office. Pſa. 2. 6. Iſa. 9. 6. 
Ch. 2. 8. In Reſpe& of the Benefit they have 
thereby. CarisrT as a King calls his People | 
from amongſt the Slaves of Saran thar helliſn 
and mercileſs Tyrant. He brings them under 
his own auſpicious Government and Protecti- 
= on. He makes them willing Subjects of his 
F | 5 Glorious 
| N 3 
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| Cann cely Digaity. They have 8 Noble and 
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Glodous Kino, wiuch is a Kingdom of 


Light, of Love, of Peace, of Wealth and Ho- 


nour, a Kingdom that ſhall never End. He 
Rules and Governs them by his Word and Spi- 


rit, beſtows on them many Royal Gifts, the | 
Fine Gold of his Grace, the Whire Garment of 1 


his Righteouſneſs, the Eye Saive of Saving 


Knowledge and Heavenly Wiſdom, which is 
profitable to Direct, and which maketh their 
Face to Shine. He Orders all 7 hings to Work 


together for their Good, Rom. 8. 28. He gives 


them Victory over cheir Enemies, he reſtrains 


and conquers them, he bruiſes Satan under 
their Feet, he gives them Faith whereby they 
overcome the World. They have the hos, © 

(compared to the Moon, becauſe of its Change- ** 


ableneſs) under their Feet, Rev. 12. 1. They 
get Victory over themſelves, which is the great» 

eſt Conqueſt of all, Prev. 16. 3 2. Ambroſe ob- 
ſerves, That Joſehh had more Honour by re- 

ſiſting the impure Sollicitations of his. Miſtreſs, 


than by Ruling over all Egypr. And that David 


carried a greater Triumph in oyercoming his 


Paſſien and Revenge, when ofter than once he 
had an Opportunity of ſlaying Saul his Mortal 
Enemy. 1 Sam. 24. 7. 26. 5. than when he 
killed the Philiſtines Champion. Believers par- 
take with CHRIST in the Honour of his _ 
Office. They are made Kings unto GoD, 
they are Heirs of a glorious and everlaſting 


Kingdom. Lak. 22. 28. They are indued with 


princely Qualities, and inveſted with Enſigns of 


nerous Spirit, and liberal Heart in beſtow- 


3 


ing their Means on the Poor and on Pious Uſes, | 
and ſo. honouring the Loxp with their Sub- 


ſtance. Prov. 3. 9. 2 Sam. 24. 23. Araunah the 


 Febufite will riſe up in Judgment, and ſhame 


many a narrow, churliſh Hearted and lucken- 
handed Profeſſor, who have nothing to give 
for advancing Pious and Charitable Deſigns: 
He freely like a King offered his Threſhing 
Floor and Oxen, and Threſhing Inſtruments to 

e offered to the Lok PD in Sacrifice. The 


Ihriſtians Head is incircled with a Crown of 


tender Mercies; his Hand adorned with a two 
edged Sword. Pſa. 149. 5. — 103. 5. He is 
clothed with glorious and coſtly Robs. Pſa. 45. 


13. He is attended with a Guard of Holy An- 


gels, thoſe flaming Spirits that Miniſter to the 
Heirs of Salvation. Pſa. 34. 4-— 91. I. II. =» 


And e're long he ſhall enter into the King's 


Palace, where he ſhall abide for ever, and be 


ſet down with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob at the 
Royal Banquet of Wine, where all Tears ſhall 
be wiprt from his Eyes, and all Sorrow and ſigh - 


ing ſhall fly away for ever. 


 Gop to fallen Man, that he was pleaſed to ſend 


the Son of his Love, his only begotten Son, to 


Redeem Sinners from the Wrath to come. 
Herein is the Love of GOD manifested, that he ſent 


his Son to the World, that we might Live . through © 
him. We ought to bleſs his Name, and magnt- 


fie the Riches of his free Grace, in that while 


we were without Strength, yea, Enemies, 
Cunts r died tor the Ungodly. And — 


LET us next apply this in a few Inferences. 
1. IT may let us fee the great Goodneſs of 


his own Name: That he who is the high and 


Salvation, Mat. 5. 


8 — 


Caxist, and that they ſhould be called by 


lofty One | that inhabiteth. Eternity, and whoſe 
Name is, Holy, ſhould take ſuch Notice of 


Creatures ſo Mean, fo U e Ys ſa Vile 00 1 


Polluted. 


2. LET us be thankful to God that we are 
Chriſtians, and not Pagans, Mahometans or Jeus, 


and that we are reformed Chriſtians, and not 
amongſt the Followers and Admirers ot Anti- 
chriſt. But withal we ought to Remember that 


it is not enough to be ſound in the Faith, if we 


be not holy in our Lives; to be reformed in 
Principles, and deformed in Practice, is (as So- 


lemon ſays of a fair Woman that wants Diſcreti- 
on) as 1 of Gold in a Swine's Snout, Pro. 


11. 22. We are bound to do more than others 
that are without the Church, who want the 
ſaving Knowledge of GOD, and the Way to 


him tor revealing to us this Doctrine, which 15 


according to Godlineſs? 1 Tim. 6. 3. that is able 
to make-us wiſe unto Salvation,through Chriſt, 


who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, that we 
may be made holy and happy in Time and 


through Eternity, by being brought unto GOD, 
and made fic to anſwer the End of our Crea- a 


* 


tion. 


3. IT may be Matter of Regret and Lamenta - 
tion to all the Lovers of our LORD Jeſus. 
Cs that there are 0 many who are called 


* 


has. been 8 to 5 Reher a * Gentiles, 1 
far as to reveal unto, them the Myſtery of 


47. What do ye more than © 
others, &'c. How much are we indebted to 
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= by his honourable Name, Js very ill deſerve | 
|.” it, in Regard that they take no Care to walk up 
to it. We read of one who cried out, O where 
is the Land of Chriftians, though ſhe was bred in ICR 
à Chriſtiar Country! Many are called, but few are ¶ and 
choſen, Mat. 22. 14. It 1s fad, that there are {to 4 
Io many heretical and unſound Chriſtians, ſomt I the) 
denying the Diety of Chriſt, as the Ariaus; tome I Clo 
denying the Verity of his Satisfaction to divine wb; 
Juſtice, as the Socinians; fome denying the Ve ces 
rity of his humane Nature, as the Quakers; 7. 
ſome denying the Neceſſity and Efficacy of his Iny 
Grace, as the Pelagians; ſome denying the ſome 
Obligation to Obey his Law, as the Autin® Ma 
w#:ans ; ſome denying the Sufficiency of his Me Ini: 
rits and Righteouſneſs to ſave us, as the Papiſth Ithin 
do, who maintain the Doctrine of Juſtificati- Now. 
on by Works, and the Neceſſity of Humane 
Satistaction by Pennance, Pilgrimage, Purgato- 
ry, Whipings, Faſting and other Auſterities, 
and the Uſefulneſs of the good Works and Me- 
rit of the Virgin Mary, and other Saints to ſatis- 
fie and interceed tor us. 2. That thete are ſo 
many Prefaue, carnal and ſenſual Chriſtians, 
| whoſe Gop. is their Belly, and who Glory in 
their Shame, and are Enemies to the Croſs of 
Cnxils r; there were ſome fuch in the Apoſtles 
Days. Philip. 3, 18. And there are too many 
of that Stamp in our Days. O how many Ene- 
l mics has CHRIST amongſt theſe that are cal- 
i led by his Name! How many indulge their 
. - fleſhly Luſts by Glutony, Drunkenefs, ale 
nvnels, Revelling, Laſciviouſneſs, Whoredom, 
= Egcminacy,Os. Theſe are not the Funn 
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cv a great deal of 3 and Zeal 
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the Lamb, but the ad rs of the Red Dra- _ 
I gon, the old, crooked, Serpent. 3. That there 

are ſo many Hypocritical Chriſtians, who Wear 
Carisr's Livery, but yet are Satan's Slaves, 
and may be likned to the Devil, who. appeared 
to Saul in Samue!'s Mantle; ſuch Perſons tho” 


they carry ſmoothly, yet ſometimes ſhew their 


Cloyen Feet: Our LORD compares them to 


ces many heavy Woes againſt them, Mat. 15. 
7.— 9. 23. 13. — 33. + That there are ma- 
ny who are but almoſt Chriſtians ; they come 
ſome Length in Religion, but not the full 0 

Many go far in the Way to Heaven, and yet 
mils the Mark : They think themſelves ſome- 
thing, and yet are nought, and ſo deceive their 
own Souls: Some fancy themſelves rich and in- 


J creaſed in Goods, while they are poor, miſer- 


able, wretched, blind and naked; this was the 


Name to be Living, while yet they are Dead, 
dev. 3. 1. 18. Some receive the Waka with Joy, 
and make a fair flouriſh for a Time, but for 
want of Root, they ſoon tall away, as thoſe Hear- 
ers repreſented by the ſtony Ground, Mat. 13. Some 
will confeſs their Sin, & profeſs Sorrow for it, but 


never forſake it; ſome will waſh their Hands, but 


neyer cleanſe their Heart from Wickedneſs; they 
will leave off ſome Sins, but will never part 
with their darling Luſts; ſome will ſay, they 
Love GOD, and yet hate their Brother, and ſo 


they. are but Liars, as the Apoſtle Jon tells them, 


1 Joh.. 4. 10. Some will forſake groſs Pfofane- 
Iveſs, but take up with Hypocriſie. Some will 

for the 
Circum- 


Bubited Walls and painted Sepulchres, and denoun- 


— 


Caſe ot the Church of Laodicea ; ſome have a 


Circumſtantial and Ceremonial Part of Religi ſel, 
on, while they Neglect the Eſſential and Prin] Re 
cipal part ot it. Some will cry out furiouſly] gu 
The ple of the LORD, the Church, the Church he 
cc. But in the- Mean Time, they Lie, Steal Di 
Swear talſely, and commit Adultery, and ſtaud rev. 
before the LORD in bis 'Houfe, as if they were 4 ed, 
livered to do all theſe Abominattons, ' Jer. 7. 4. too 


10. Aff, 26. 28. Gal. 6. 3. -- 7 How | mar 
ways do People deceive their own Souls; man 
ptofeſs to be Chriſtians, and will be very Angi 
dyith any that Queſtion them to be ſuch, an 
yet lead Lives "worſe than many Turks 
* Pagaits. © And becanfe of ſuch the Name of GOD j 
*Blaſphtmed among the | Gentiles, as it is written 
Nom. 2. 24 Ha. 52. 5. Ezek. 36. 20, 23. 
they not blaſpheme that worthy Name, by the bil 
ye are called, Jam. 2, 7. 5. There are too m 
ny Proud, and Self: conceited Chriſtians, not cot 
erg that GOD duell with the lowly, anc 
gives them more Grace, but beholds the Proud 
Jar vf. Jam. 4. 6. 1 Iſa. 57. 15, 66. 2. 4 
Many are Maliciour and Revengeful, ſo void 
"Reaſon, and all Senſe of Religion, as upon th Plea 
leſt Provocation to Challenge their Neighboiſ this 
to à Duell; do theſe Men think on Gop ai is a x 
Eternity, and the Hainous Nature of Blooſ thers 
Guiltineſs, and rhe unaccountable Madneſs , thers 
plunging themſelves or their Neighbour, i penu 
ſometimes both into Eternity, in the Hurry I ance, 
Paſſion and Rage? With what Face can th 
think ro ſtand betore the awful Bar of the T.. 
mendu ous Judge of all the Earth? Ought' the 
h 
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V 1 
Teligi ] ſelves „ righteouſly > Or ſeek 
Prin. Redreſs in a legal Way? Did not CHRIS r en- 
ouſly dure much more Contradiction of Sinners? Did 
he not Pocket up many an Affront and Injury? 
Did he not Pray for his Enemies inſtead of 
eviling again when he was reviled, reproach- 
ed, mocked, bufteted ? &c. 7. Are there not 
doo many Covetour, Worlaly, Fooliſh, Perſons; who 
aryl call themſelves Chriſtians, as much and as 
eagerly: Hunting after Worldly Gain, as if they 
bad no other Thing to Mind, no other Heaven 
to expect? They do not conſider that Covetouſe 
neſs is 1dolatry,. that Riches Profit not in the Day 
of Wrath,: that they make: themſelves Wings and 


vrittenl Fly away as an Eagle toward Heaven; that the 

3. N can be ot no Service to them in another World, 
e-whil that many. Men have heaped up Wealth, not 
0 m knowing who. ſhould) come after them to enjoy 
ot coiſ it, that many in purſuing the Shadow, have loſt 
ly, andy the Subſtance; in ſeeking the World have loft 
Proud i their Souls; that the Chriſtian Religion Pro- 


2. miſes far more valuable Honours, far more du- 
oid table Riches, and far more refined and laſting 
on th Pleaſures than what what can be enjoyed in 
ghbouſl this vain, bewitching, World; that the World 
DD aus is a wotul-Snare, tempting ſome to Pride; o- 
Blood thers to Injuſtice, others to Senſuality, and o- 
neſs thers to Uncharitableneſs. How many ate ſa 
oF penurtous; that tho?* they have great Abund- 
ance, yet either give: nothing to their Indigent 
and Poor Neighbour, or that which is next to 
Itch nothing ? - Inſtead of a Talent they give but” a 
"tic Mite ; inſtead of a Pound they give but a Pen- 
ll ny. How dweleth the Lowe of COD in ſuch? 1 


5 * 1 EY es 
Joh. 3. 17. 4 e us too many 

.azy and ſtothful Chriſtians, ſaying, Tet a lin! 4 
Sleep ; yet a little Slumber, yet a little folding of the of 
| Hands to Sleep, thus the Nettles and Weeds of || firn 
Sin grow rank in their Souls. How little do the 
they ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate? How || ple 
little Time do they ſpend in ſerious Meditation, || wit: 
Self-cxamination and fervent Supplication ? Pro, ¶ you 
6. 9. Epheſ. 5. 14. 9. How many are but is wha 
different and Lukewarm Chriſtians, that have no lent 
Zeal tor GoD, no Love to CHRIST, no Con- Noc, 
cern for Religion, no Reſpe& to the Ordinan- dm, 
ces, no due — to the Worſhip of GOD: Heir 
Some will wait upon one Part of Worſhip, and I that 
negle& another; they attend in publick, but them 
neglect it in their Families, or in their Cloſets: No, 
They will not fail to ask Baptiſm tor their Chil Shou 
dren, but never ſeck the other Sacrament for No, 
themſelves; ſome never Communicate all theit I High 
Life, ſome do it but very ſeldom : Can ſuch Peo- rate 
ple be thought to have any Value for Car 157: 
Any Senſe of the Greatneſs of his Love, mani 
feſted in his bitter Paſſion and Cruel Death 
Have they any Reſpect for that peremptoij 
Command, do this in Remembrance of Me? Cal Shou 
it be Thought that they have any Mind to per No, ] 
form their Baptiſmal Vows, when they are neſ and t 
ver at the Pains to renew them? Did they not Dear, 
in Baptiſm Renounce the Devil, the World and Vite. 
the Fleſh? And may it not be juſtly ſuſpectedſi and d 
that they Revoke that Renunciation? Mud 4 

who Name the Name of Chriſt, muſt carefully avinh} 5 
all theſe Evil, that ſathe Name of GOD, and bij 

Doctrine be not blaſphemed. 2 Tim. 2. 19. 1 — 
3 | | 4. 113% 


| JJ N 
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4. THE Name, Ch, /tias, may be Ground 
of great Conſo/ation to all true Chriſtians, who 
firmly believe the Doctrine, and honeſtly Obey 
the Commands, and carefully follow the Exam- 
ple of Jesus ChRIST. May you not Rejoice 
with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, when 
you conſider what a Glorious Title you have, 
what a noble Maſter you ſerve, what an Excel- 
lent Reward you may expect? Fear not little 
Hock, it is the Father's Good-will to give you a Kings 
dm, and what ſhould diſcourage them that are 
Heirs of an Iuheritance, incorruptible, undefiled, aud 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in the Heavens for 
them? Should the Fear of want diſcourage you? 
No, for there is no Want to them that fear him. 
Should the Fear of Perſecution difcourage you? 
No, For neither Tribulation nor Afiction, nor 
Hight, nor Depth, nor any other Creature can fepa- 
rate you from the Love of GOD in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Should the Aſſaults of Satan diſcourage you? 
No, For he is ſtrenger that is ix you, than he that 
is in the World. He has conquered Satan, and 
he will ſhortly bruiſe him under your Feet. 
Should the Terrors 6f Death diſcourage - you? 
IV,, For he has taken the Sting out of Death, 
and the Believer may Triumphantly ſay, 0 
Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, where is thy 
Victory? When you go through the Dark Valley 


and Shadow of Death, he will be with you, his Rod 


and his Staff ſhall comfort you, Pf. 23. 4. 1 Cor. 15. 55. 
5. IT may be Matter of Terreur to fa'ſe 
Chriſtians. As, alas! there are too many ſick 
in the Viſible Church. May you not Tremble 


TI at that Word. Mat. 7. 21. Not every one that 
1 faith, LORD, LORD, fall enter into the | King- : 


dom 


[ 


dom of Heaven. You may expect that ſad Doom, | 


. Depart from me ye that Work Iniquity. May you 
not fear your hopes be diſappointed, as theſe 
of the Fooliſh Virgins were, when they expee- 
ed to enter in with the Bridgroom, they came 
too late, and fo met with a ſad Repulſe. Think 
on that Paſlage. 2 Theſ. 1. 7. Where you are 
told that che LORD FESUS will be re. 
vealed from Heaven, with his Mighty Angels, in 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that knou 
not GOD, and that Obey not the Goſpel of our LORD 
Jie ſus Chriſt. And Pla. 9. 16. The Wicked ſhall be 


turned into Hell and all the Nations that ferget Gd 


6. IF it be ſo that we are called Chriſtians, 
Then let us behave as ſuch. Let us think like 
Chriſtians, ſpeak like Chriſtians, and walk 
like Chriſtians. 1. Let us think like Chri- 
ſtians, and if we do fo, then we will think 
little of our ſelves, and think much of Car rs: 
We are but poor, mean contemptible Creatures, 
ſprung from the Duſt, and to the Duf? we mu 
return: We are Vile and Sinful, Ignorant and 
Blind, Weak and Fooliſh. All which may make 
us ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 8. 4. Nhat is Man that 
thou art mindful of him? And the Son of Man that 
thou wiſitedſt him? We have no cauſe at all to 
be proud and high Minded, but all the Reaſon 
in the World to think little of our own: Worth, 
little of our Performances and Duties, yea littic 
of our Gifts and Attainments, and even of out 
Graces. When we conſider that we are fat 
from what we ſhould be, and what we might 
have been, had we carefully managed the Op- 
portunities we have had, and the Talents that 
Gop has put in our Hands. Bat on the n 
| V 
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1 N dee 
much of his Love Kela 5 
much of his Beach 10 i Sofeings' tin mucks - 
of his Purchaſe, think much of his Ordinances, 
How amiable are thy Tabeinacles, O'LORD;' bow: 
Love I the Hlbitatinn 6 thy Hou ſe, one Da ay inthþ 
Cuart is better then a Thouſand, Pla. 84. k. Think: 
much ot his Saints, they ate the Falt of the 
Earth, the Pillars that keep this Vain; Hinful, 
World from tumbling into Deſtructién! Think 
much of his Intereſts, they ſhould ly near yi on 
Heart. Pray for the coming of his Kingdom. 
2dly, If we think like Chriſtians, we: will *thirik 
little of this World, and much of Henven This 
World is but an evil World, it's full-of Wants 
ty, full of Snares, full of Difappoinemenes. The 5 
Faſhion thereof paſſes away, and ere long it will” be 
burnt up with. Fire. Think'little of tie Honours, 
Profits and Pleaſures of the World: What are 
they? Nothing but a Shall without à Kirnel; a 
Shadow without a Subſtance, Wells without 
Water, Clouds without Rain, like the Brooks 
in Summer that diſappoint the Expe&ation- of the 
weary Traveler. Think much of the World to 
come. Think much ot that Heavenly and bet - 


iy, the Croum of Life, the Crown of © Righteguſe, 


%. Think much of that Kingdom that can ne- 


rer be moved; that City that hath Nundatibns, the 
Builder and Maker wheres is 60 D. Think 


a much on your Father's Him where: there is Ful- 


neſs of Bread and . — hall ne- 
| ver 


ver more be an or troubled mor 
with che Fear of Want: Where your Heart ſhall | to t 
no more be oppreſſed with Grief, nor your Eyes plic 
ſwelled with Tears, nor your Loins filled with | the 
a lothſome Piſeaſe, nor your good Name tar- || joic 
 niſhed with invidious Reproaches, nor your | will 
_ Houſes: pillaged, nor your Goods Sond by 
Thieves or inſuking Foes. Think and long for of t 
that happy Day that ſhall looſe all your Chains, I oft 
break off all your Fetters, . diſſipate all your || fely 
Clouds, baniſh all your Cares and Fears, and |} ty. 
lay all your Enemies under. your Feet, and ſhall Go 
perfectly deliver you from the Body of Sin and of. 
Death. 3dly, If you think as Chriſtians, you und 
will think little of the Praiſe of Men, but much bay 
of the Praiſe of GOD, and the Teſtimony ot a i 
good Conſcience. Many have been well thought wen 
of, and well ſpoken ot by their Neighbours, of 
that never had the Approbation of Gop. Mens 0 1 
Thoughts are but Vanity, their Judgment is thir 
partial, their Cenſures raſh, their Opinions ill and 
tounded, their Verdict fallible, their Affections miſ 
flickle, their Humours inconſtant. You may be Rel 
commended by Men, for that which Gop will I fal 
Condemn you for- Jo to you, ſays CHRIST, wa 
Ihen all Men ſpeak good of you. It's true, A good jud 
Name is better than precious Ointment, Ec, He 
7. 1. but the Approbation of GOD is infinite: ¶ the 
Iy preferable to all the Commendations we can Th 
get from Men. It was the Fault of the Few} Tri 
e That they loved the Praiſe of Men better and 
than the Praife of GOD. We ſhould not ſeek Hu- 
our one of aupther, but that Honour that cometh 
f from GOD . ö 0h. 5. 44+ 12. 42+ The Tet! w 


o 


1 ſelves and others. 


MÞ. "I 
mony of a 3 ee a continual 1FeaR, 7 


to b. able to ſay with Paul, That in Godly Sim- 
plicity and Sicerity, we haue our Conyerſatim in 
the World, will be true and ſolid Ground of re- 
joicing. 4505 If we think, as Chrittians, we 
will endeavour to have ſuitable and beco 5 
Thoughts of GOD, of the Attributes ot Gap, 
of the Word of Gop, of the Truths of Gop, 
of the Providences of Gop, both toward our 


under a Temptation, did, when he ſaid, Verihy 1 
have cleanſed my Heart in uain, aud wajhed my Hands 
in Innocency. But he was ſet right again, —— he 
went into Gop's Sanctuary, and {aw the End 
of the Wicked, that they are ſuddenly 1 in. 
to Deſtruction. The Wicked are apt to ſay, an 

think that Gop is ſuch a one as n e 8 
and that he approves their Sin. Beware of ſuch 


miſhapen Thoughts of Gon. Think well et 


Religion and the Ways of Gon, whatever be- 
fal you in this World; For verily there is a Re- 
ward for. the Righteous : Ferily there is a GOD that 
judgeth in the Earth, Pſa. 58, v. laſt. Let your 
Hearts be always filled with awful Thoughts of 
the Divine Majeſty. 5thly, Inrertain ſutable 


Thoughts of the Chriſtian Doctrine, learn the 


Truth as it is in Jz$vs, be ſound in the Faith, 


and contend earnestly for the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints, Jud. 3. 
” - as Ge L..Us Tn like Chriſtians, not 2 | 
: * of e uncircumciſed Philiſtines ; 


bit 


When you ſee the Proſperi- ' 
ty. of the Wicked, and the Afflictions of te 
Godly „beware of intercaining harſh Thoughts 
of 635 or ot Religion, as the Pſalmiſt, 73. 13. 


j 
i 


| cation proceed out of 


great Mercies, theſe ſignal 
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58 1 
but the Eignet 


ter Grace to the Oy Let no 


_ Curling, Swearing, ling, Bitterneſs, lying: 
Speak every Man the Truth with bis Neighbour, 
his Church in former Times, and what great 
How he ſent a Deliverer from a forei! 


reſcue us from Popery and Slavery, and Atbitrary - 
Power, and tyrannical Government, how-he took 


| 
Things he hath done for us in our own Age. 
| 

| 


nother Deliverer, our preſent Sovereign, to dif- 
appoint the big Hopes of Enemies, and the 
Fears of all that wiſh- well to the reformed: Re- 
ligion ; How he has broken the Ships of Tar- 
ſoiſþ with the Eaſt Wind, how he has confound- 
ed our Enemies, and taken them in the Snare 
they laid tor others. How he has delivered 


1 the ſincere Profeſſors of Religion in Britain and 


Ireland, from bloody Perſecution, from Bonds 
and Impriſonments, trom Scourging and Baniſh- 
ment, from Gibbers and Axes, and all the In- 
ſtruments of Cruelty. How. the LORD has 
raiſed up Saviours in hir holy Mountain, to judge 
the Mount of Eſau. Shall we ever forget theſe 
nces ne has 


made for us? Let us not hide them from our 
Children, ſhewing to the Generations to come 


| the Praiſes of the 2 and his. IE 
is 


e of? Candan. In bis in emple- 

doth every one ſpeak of his Glory, Pf. 29. 9. "Oar E: 

Difcourſe ſhould be ſeaſond with Saft, to miniſ. 

filthy Communi- 8 

= r Mouth. Put away all 
a 


Eph. 4. 25. 29. J. 3, 4. Col, 3. 8. Speak 12 the 
glorious Acts of GOD; what he hath do ie for 


Land to 


our Shouldiers from the Burden, and brought 


| our Feet out of the Net. How he has ſent a- 


L 59 ] NY 
his 1 . that he hath done. Thi ; 
was the Practice of the Godly in ancient Times, 
and their Example is well worthy of our Imi- 


tation, Pſ. 44.1. 78. 3.—7. In the Days of Malachi, © - 


Dey that hd: the LORD ſpoke often one to ans 
wes Mal. 3. 16. The two Diſciples going to 
Emmaus, talked together concerning the Suffer- | 
ings of Chriſt, Luk. 24. It. ' 
3. CHRISTIANSought to walk like Chriſti- | 
ans. This is called, A walking with GOD, and a 
walking before GOD, Gen. 17. 1. 5. 22. 6. 9. 
48 15. Enoch walked with Gon, Noah walked 
with GOD, Abraham is commanded ' "DS. 
walk before GOD. The Godly in od Times 
lived as having their Eye continually on GOD, 
as their Commander, whoſe will they were 
bound to obey, as their Pattern which they 
ought to foilow and imitate; they walked under 
the deep Impreſſions of his glorious Perfections, 
his Omni preſence, as being ſtill at their Right 
Hand; his Omniſcience, as having his Eye till 
upon them to notice their Behaviour, and ob- 
ſerve their Ways: His Holezeſs, as obliging chem 
to be holy in all Mauner of Converſation : His 
IW:ſdom, as beiug the Governour of the World, 
and who could guide and dire& them 1 in all 
their Paths: His Goodzeſs and Mercy, as being 


see, 60 würd (hed ths; Se hi. diligent® | 


ly, and conform themſelves ro his Will : His 


Juſtice and Wrath,as capable to puniſh them for. 
taeir Iniquities: His Almighty Power, as able 
to inflict upon them whatever Judgments are. ' | 
written in his Word; and to help them in Caſes 
of Difficulty and Diſtreſs,and to take Vengeance. 
en all their Enemies and Perſecutors. Ie _ „ 
eir 
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their conſtant Care and Buſineſs to pleaſe him 
well in all Things, and to maintain Communi- 
on and Acquaintance with him. T hey devoted 
| themielves to GOD's Service, they did not 
walk like the Men ot that wicked Generation 
in which they lived, they not only keeped them- 
ſelves free from their Abominations, but with 
great Zeal and Courage proceſted againſt their 
evil Deeds, and boldly owned GOD and his 
Ways, knowing that Gop was able to pro- 
tect and preſerve them, ſo long as he had any 
Service for them. They were good in bad 
Times, in ſpite of all evil Counſels or Examples, 
or of any Danger they might incur, or Risk they 
might run, by not conforming to their wicked 
| Neighbours. They walked continually as in the 
| Preſence of their LORD, and Judge, and Re- 
Warder, depending on him tor their Well-being 
and Well-daing. Thus the Pſalmiſt reſo ved to 
walk 116. 9. and accordingly did walk before 
| GOD, 2 King, 8. 25. Tis called, Walking in 
| Newneſs of Life, Rom. 6. 4. As becomes new Crea - 
tures, 2 Cor. 5. 17. Walking in the Spirit, Gal. 5. 16. 
and after the Spirit, Rom. 8. 1. that is, by the Di- 
re&ion and under the Influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit of Grace. Tis a walking in Cbriſt, Col. 2. 6. 
a walking worthy of the Vocation wherewith we 
are called, that is, ſutable to our Profeſſion and 
Engagements, ſutable to the Advantages that 
we have by Goſpel Light and Revelation, Eph. 
4. 1. and ſutable to the Grace of eflectual Cal- 
ling and Regeneration, as becomes the ' Chil- 
dren of GOD in the midſt of a crooked and 
| perverſe Generat ion, amon git whom they ſhould 
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Hine as Lights in the World, Phil. 2. 15. But more 


particularly it is the Duty of Chriſtians to 
walk. 1. In Light. 2. In Faith. 3. In Love. 
4. In Fear. 5. In Humility, ce. 
1. CHRISTIANS ſhould walk in the 
Light, 1. Of ſaving Knowledge. 2. Of true 
Helineſs. 3. Of ſpiritual Joy and Comfort: For 
in all theſe Senſes Light is taken in Scripture, 
as its oppoſite Term, Darkneſs is taken ſome- 
times for Ignorance and Blindneſs, ſometimes _ 
for Sin and Unbelief, ſometimes for Sorrow and 
Miſery, ſee Eph. 5. 8. 1 Joh. 1. 7. Joh. 3. 19. 
Pſ. 97, 11. 112. 4. Efth. 8. 16. I take Light here 
in the firſt Senſe. A true Chriſtian is tranſlat- 
ed from Darkneſs unto Light. Before Con- 
verſion his Mind was full of thick Darkneſs, but 
now he is Light in the LORD. He can ſay 


with that Man whom Chriſt cured of his Blind- 


nels, John. 9. 25. One thing I know, that where- 
as I was blind, new I ſee, * The Eyes of his Un- 
derſtanding are opened to know the only true 


GOD, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; for this x Life 
Eternal, Joh. 17. 3. He ſtrives to grow in the 


Knowledge of our LORD and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3. 18. This being the moſt uſeful, 
the moſt profitable, the moſt delectable, and the 
moſt neceſſary Knowledge; Therefore Paul 


but Chriſt and him crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. He and 
all true Chriſtians may ſay, We al with open Face, 
behold as in a Glaſs the Glory of the LORD, 2 Cor. 
3+ 18. They are {till advancing in the Knowlege 
of GOD, his Perfe&ions, his Word, his Works, 
his Truths, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, his Uſe- 


determined to know 1 among the Corinthians 


tub N x 
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— his Grace WH: all his 3 A Chit. | we! 
tian makes it his main Buſineſs to acquaint him- | eve 
'- ſelf with GOD, and be at Peace, that thereby | 
Good may come unto him, according to the ing 
Advice of Eliphaz,Jeb 22. 21. He will ſtudy the | ot! 
Word of GOD according to his Maſter's Coun: || th: 
ſel, Job. 5. 39. Search the Scriptures, for in them or 
pe think to have eternal Life, and they are they which | fo! 
zeftifie of me. He reads the Word of GOD, and | vi 
meditates in his Law Day and Night, and | 7. 
thereby he becomes wiſer than his Enemies; R 
wiſer than the Ancients, and gets more Under- Pre 
Randing than his Teachers, P/. 119. 98, 99, 100. his 
One 9 ignorant of the Word ot GOD, ean- th 
not be a true Chriſtian. Theſe that know not ve 
GOD, and have no Underſtanding of his Mind T 
and Counſel, have no Right to divine Mercy, 12 
Ja. 27. 11. A Chriſtian muſt know the Myſtery fo 
ol Salvation, and the Truths of GOD, not in a 
ſpeculative and no ional Way only, ſo as to be 
able to talk and diſpute about — as ſome 
do, but in a feeling, ſaving, experimental, prac- 
tical Manner. Practice without Knowledge, is 
Uke a Building without a Foundation. Know- 
ledge without Practice makes People liker to 
the Devil. Knowledge and Practice together 
make a complete Chriſtian: He will not take 
Things upon Truſt, but ſtrive to ſee with his 
own Eyes, that the Doctrines he teceives are 
founded on the written Word. He will imi- | 
tate the Jews of Berea, who are ſaid to be Þ 7 
more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, becauſe they | A 
| received the Word with all Readineſs. of Mind; and 3+ 
enced the ere daily. whether - - theſe Things | ® 
: "7 
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were ſo, Act. 17. 11. He will be able to give anto 
every one that asks him, a Reaſon of the Hope that 


is in him. It's certainly a mean and unbecom- 


ing Thing for a Chriſtian to be able to give no 


other Reaſon for his being of that Religion, 


than a Pagan can give for his being an Idolater, 
or 4 Turk for his being Mahometan, or à Papi 


for his believing Tranſubſtantiation and Purgatory, 


viz. That the Church believes and teaches ſo ; or, 

That he had the good Fortune of Meeting with this 
Religion when he came firſt into the World, it being 
prefeſt in the Country where he lives, and taught 


him by his Parents and Tutors. Tis fad, that 


there are but too many amongſt us, who have 
very little to ſay by ly of Argument for the 


Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, the divine Ori- 


ginal and Authority ot the holy Scriptures, and 
for the Certainty and Excellency of theſe Truths 
they proteſs to believe. But further a Chriſti- 


an will endeavour not only to know the Hiſ- 
tory. of the Birth, Life, Doc rine, Miracles, 


Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt; but to know 
the Power of his Death, that Sin may be put to 


Death in him; and to feel the Power of his 


Reſurrection, that he may riſe again unto Ne- 
neſs of Life. n 1 W- 
ledge and Faith, in Mortificat ion and Holineſs: 
Forgettiug theſe Things that are behind, and 
reaching forward to thoſe Things that are be- 
fore, he will preſi toward the Mark for the Prize 


He aims at Perfection in Know-- 


60 in Chriſt Jeſus. This 
ount the holy Apoſtle gives of himſelf, Phil. 
3. 14. And he is not a Qhriſtian who. does not 


ſtrive to imitate this laudable Example, in go- 
"#51 IJ B71 Ai DU ᷓ NS WAS 26 * 


n= 1 % ©. 2%. #2 
* > V4 4> 8 1 


E © 2 
«> * Se Ye mg 1 
* 
7 


% 


5 
ing on from Strength to Strength, from Glory te 
Glory»: Till the Day daun, and all the Sha- 
dows of Error, the Miſts of Darkneſs, the Fogs || 5- 7 
of Confuſion and Prejudice fly away; And I but 
then ſhall every Believer ſhine as the Sun in the I the! 
Firmament, and as the Stars for ever and ever, and 
In the Kingdom of their Father, then ſhall they are p 
ſee him as he is, and know him as they are No. 
non of him. Now they they ſee him but dark- I be f 
ty, as through a Glaſs, but then fhall they ſee him not. 
Face to Face, 1 Cor 13. 12, 1 Joh. 3. 2. The Hope I ſo m 
of this will ſtir him up to purify himſelf as he ties 
is pure, and keep him firm and Stedfaſt in his NFigh 
Profeſſion, like a Houſe built on a Rock, able to ſolid 
| reſiſt all the Floods of Perſecution, all the Winds ot Li 
of Error, and all the Rains of Seduction and I btoug 
Temptation. Hel not be like a Child, toſſed I freed 
too and fro with every Blaſt of an Objection can 
| againſt Religion; far leſs will he be ſtartled . 3. 
With the prophane Scofts of Atheiſtical Wits. jj {wed 
W He is better fixt than to be either hector'd, or Ito ou 
banter'd, or laugh'd, out of his Religion. I 
ah, IN Faith, living by the Faith of the ſand? 
Son of GOD, who loved them, and gave N eiple, 
himſelf for them, Gal. 2. 20. All their Actions Neithei 
natural, moral and civil, ſhould flow from a IE is 
Principle of Faith; For without Faith it is im- Chrit 
poſſible to pleaſe GOD. Chriſtians ſnhould live Nen as 
according to the Rule of Faith contained in Worl 
the Word, and as Leaning on Chriſt their Beloy- Ivey 
ed, while they go up out of the Wilderneſs | of deed. 
a preſent Evil World, to the Heavenly Canaan, I 9! 
and in Expectation of that glorious State, to Chri 
Which the People of Gos fhall be advanced in Idi 


ght 
HNieaven. fd. 
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Heaven. Which Faith gives the Aſſurance of, 
Heb. 11 1. We walk'by Fatih, not by Sight. 2 Cor. 


5. 7. We ſee nothing here by the Eye of Senſe, 


but _— Corruption and Miſery : But by 
the Eye of Faith we ſee that Glory, Honour, 


and Immortality, to which all true Chriſtians 


are predeſtinated, and which they ſhall at laſt en- 


Ivy, when they ſhall be brought to Heaven, to 


be for: ever with the LORD. And indeed 
nothing can ſupport and encourage Chriſtians 
ſo much againſt all the Difficulties and Calami- 


Ities of this Life (where they have ſo many 


Fightings without, and Fears within) as. the 
ſolid Faith and lively Hope of that bleſſed State 
of Life and Immortality, which the Goſpel has 
brought to Light, where they ſhall be perfectly 
freed from Sin, and as happy as their Hearts 
can win. "EN: DO OLE. 


z. LET us walk in Love, as Chriſt alſo hath 2 


loved , Epheſ. 5. 2. Love to GOD, and Love 
to our Neighbour is the Fulfilling of the Law. 


t comprehends all the Duties we ow to GOD 


and Man: And thoſe that are acted by this Prin- 
ciple, will not faill to perform what is required 
either in the firſt or ſecond Table of the Law: 
It is particularly required of the Followers of 
Chriſt, That they love one another. And tt is giy- | 
en as a Mark to diſtinguiſh them from the 
World that lies in Wickedneſs, and by which 
they may be known to be Chriſt's Diſciples in- 


Ideed. The Slaves of Satan are hatefut and hat- 


ing one another, Tit. 3. 3, 4. But the Subjects of 
Chriſt, as they are all of them lovely in his 
dight, ſo they appear amiable to one another, 
ad. are animated by this noble Principle = 


1 
* 
Y 


Kee is 


_ 


all their: A8jons: Love. to GOD is the Spring 


Neighbour will not miſs to prompt us ro the 


23. 4 21. He that loveth GOD will love his 


Bleſſed is every one that feareth the 3 that ! 
walketh in his Ways, 128. Pſ. 1. ar in the I nef 
Fear of the LORD all the Da 
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of our Obedience to him, and; Love to our 


cheerful Performance. of all Ads of Kindneſs, 
Generoſit or and Charity to every one according 
to their Circumſtances, and our own Ability, 
It was a ſpecial Remark ot the Pagans,  concer- 
ing the primitive Chriſtians, Behold how they 
love one aucther. But alas | we are tallen in pe- 
rilous Times, when Iniquity abounds, and the 
Love of many waxes cold. Seek to be taught 
of GOD to. love another. 1 Theſ. 4. 9. This is 
the proper Work of the Spirit of GOD, to 
work Love in Believers. This Grace is an 
inſeparable Concomitant of Faith, and is ſpecial 
ly required as a Fruit and Evidence of it; For 
Faith. worketh by Love, Gal. 5. 6. 1 Joh. 3. 


Brother alſo. This is the old Commandment 
required in the Law, Leu. 19. 18. And the new 
Command ment preſſed in the Goſpel, and urged 
with new Arguments, and the glorious Exam- 
ple ot Chriſt, who loved his People, and gave hin- 
felf to the Death for them, Joh. 1 3. 34. 455 * 
1 John. 2. 7. Eph, 2. 6. 

athly, WALK in Far. e Fear. of : the 
LORD is the Beginning of Wiſdom, 111 Pf. 10. 
There is a threefold Fear that Chriſtians ſhould 
intertain, 1. An awful & reverential Fear of Gov, 


Fear 
him becauſe of his eee ver bene of his 


- Goodneſs, Hof. 3. 5. Becauſe of his Irreſiſtible us 


- pa Set 1 Tremen- 
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dudus Juſtice, his Dread Hwiath, his Mighty 

Works both of Mercy and Judgment. 2. A 
Fear of Fealoufie, becauſe of the Treachery and 
Deceitfulneſs of our own Hearts, and the 
Strength of indwelling Corruption. We have 
too much Cauſe to be diffident ot our Selves; 
we walk in the midſt of Snares, and are too eaſi- 
ly catched, and blown over with every Wind of 

Temptation, Work out your own Salvation with 

Tear and trembling, Phil. 2. 12. 3. A. Fear of 
Caution, becauſe of onr many Enemies. This 
ſhould oblige us to walk circumſpectly, not as 
Fools, but as wiſe Men, -Eph. 5. 15. ＋ he Devil 
dur Adverſary goes about continually ſeeking 
whom he may devour, we ſhould therefore be 
fober and vigilant, 1 Pet. 5. 8. The World is full 
of Allurements to intice us to Pride, Covetouſ- 
neſs, and Senſuality. And theſe are the great- 
eſt Enemies we have to contend againſt, the 
Luſt of the Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Pride 
of Life, 1 Joh. 2. 15. Att. 9. 31. The Chriſtians, 


m. in Judea, and Galilee and Samaria, when they 


enjoyed Reſt trom Perſecution, were edified and 
walking in the Fear of the LORD and Comfort of _ 
the Holy G hos, were multiplied. 1 
4. Walk Humblie, be not high minded but fear, 


let him that ſtandeth take Heed leſt he fall. 


We have great Reaſon to be humble and low- 
ly, when e conſider our Blindneſs, our Weak- 
neſs, out Vileneſs, our innumerable Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, our manifold Imperfections and Infirmities, 
both of Body and Mind. Our LORD requires 
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ricanes. The Humble and lowly are in the 


faireſt Way to receive new Communications of 


Light, Strength and Joy. To this Man will Tlok 


who ts of a broken and contrite Spirit, Jia. 66. 2, 
They that travel toward Zion, go weeping, Jer. 


o. 4. This is one main Thing required o 
GO 's People, To walk humbly with their GOD, 
Micah 6. 6 ö; ͤ v! 

6. LET us walk Honeſely as in the Day, Run. 
13. 13. The Word in the Original ſignifies, 
Decently. Let us do nothing unbecoming our 
holy Profeſſion, our ſolemn Ingagements, Vows, 
and Promiſes, to forſake Sin and ſerve the Living 


GOD. Let us walk ſuteably to the Expectati- 


ons we have of a Kingdom that cannot be mo- 


ed. As becomes thoſe who enjoy a Day of 
Goſpel Light, and not like-Heathens who ſit in 


Darkneſs, and want the Light of divine Revela- 
tion, that ſo it may not be our Condemnarion, 
that Light is come into the World, but we love Dark: 
neſs more than Light. It is not enough to 


walk honeſtly, according to the ordinary Signi- 


fication of that Word amongſt us, that is, To 
live juſtly without wronging our Neighbours ; this 
is indeed a conſiderable Part of this honeſt Wal- 


king, bur it is not all: Let us abſtain from every 


Thing that's contrary to it, ſuch as theſe three 


Pairs of Vices mentioned by the Apoſtle, Rating 
and Drunkeneſs, that is, all Exceſs in Eating and 
Drinking, Chambering and Mantone ſe, all luit- In 

tul and impure Dalliances and actual Unclean- 
neſs ; Kriſe and Enveying ; A contentious Tem- 


=” 


per is very unſuitable to a Chriſtian, Zak. 21. 34+ 
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while tall Cedars are blown down with Hur · 
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walk honefly 


2 Cor. 
no Pretence to Juſtification,or the Pardon of Sin, 
Rom. 8. 1. Wherever Sin is pardoned there Ini- 
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the inward Part. 
the Hypocrite are an Abomination to him. 
Too many are like the Man's Son, that ſaid, J 
go, Sir, vut weut not, Mat. There 1s nothing 
that he takes worle, than to be trifled wigh. He 
is the All-ſeeing and Heart- ſearching SOD; 


And he will make all the Churches to Row 


this one Day. We may caſily conceal our Rot- 
tenneſs and Hypocriſie from our Neighbours ; 


yea, we may deccive our own Souls, but GOD 3 


is not mocked, and cannot be deceived, Phil. 4. 
8. 1 Theſe 4: 12. Jam. 3. 14 


7. LE Tus walk in Himeſe. This is much 


” 


"=. 


G nile alſo ro walk withoue- 
Guile and Hypocrifie, in Godly Simplicity and 
Sincerity, GOD is dellghted with Truth in 
The Prayers and Sacrifices of 


the ſame with the former ; ; Honeſty and Holi- © 


neſs cannot” be ſeperate. Holineſs is indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſlary ; for without this none can ſec 
GOD, Hes. 12. 14 Without this we can have 


no Friendly Intercourſe with him; Mat Com- 22 


munion hath Chrift with Belial? What Fellowſhip 


hath Light with Darkneſs f 2 Cor 6. 14 Nb Un- 


clean Thing can enter into the K ing dom of Heaven, 
Rom. 21. 22. 15. None can aſcend into the Hill 
of the LORD, or fand in his holy Place, but they 
whoſe Hands are clean, and Hearts are pure, Pfal. 


24. 3. 15. 1. Unleſs we cleanſe our Hearts from 
Wickedueſs, we cannot be ſaved, 


Jer. 4. 14. Wirh- 


out this we can have no Right to the Promiſes, 


. 1. Without Sanctification we can have 


D is ſubdued. We muſt alſo walk ſoberly. 
t us be ſober in our Di in our r Apparel, 
ia 


Soul. 


in our Sentiments and Opinions, in aur Judg- 


ing or Cenluring ofrothers. We ought to put 


the moſt tavourable Conſtruction on our Neigh- 
bours Actions. This is agreeable to the royal 
Laweof Love, Charity thinketh no Evil, but be- 
lieveth all Things, beareth all Things, - bopeth all 
Things, 1 Cor. 13. 6— Mat. 7. 1. Judge wot leſt ye 
be judged. 3335 1 
8. Walk Religiouſly and Devoutly, we ought 
to be careful, diligent and acurate, in all the Parts 
of divine Worſhip, and this will help us to. live 
like Chriſtians indeed if we endeavour to 
keep up a conſtant Courſe of Communion with 
GOD. A ſincere Chriſtian will ſow beſide all 


Waters, lay hold on all Opportunities of gettin 


Grace ſtrengthened, and Acquaintance with 


GOD increaſed, 2 Pet. 3. 18. We muſt not ne 
glect the publick Worſhip, The Power and Glory 
of GOD, and his Goingsare to be ſeen in the Sanctu- 
ary, Pla. 63. 2, 68. They are bleſt that dwell in 


his Houſe, a Day in his Courts is better than a 


Thouſand, Pſal, 84. 6. 10, Therefore we ſhould 
be glad when they ſay to us, let us go up to the 
Houſe of the LORD, Bſal 122. 1. The LORD 
Houſe is a lightſome Houſe, a joyful Houſe, a 
well furniſhed and well provided Houſe, Betbel, 
the Houſe of GOD, is likeways Betheſda, the 


- Houſe of Mercy and Grace. It is Bethlehem, 
the Houſe of Bread. There is Fulneſs ot Bread 


and to ſpare in our Father's Houſe. There 

are Rivers of Pleaſures enough to ſatisſie the 
Appetite and ſupply the Wants of every longing 
1. There he diſtributes the Bread of Life 


unto his Children, and fills the Hungry with 
good Things, and makes. them joyful i 5 
EE e Houſe 
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oug br not to be ſo much as named amongſt them, Eph. 
5. 3. We ought to watch over our Thoughts as 
- well as our Words and Actions: For out of 


. 


the Heart proceed, firſt, Evil Thoughts and af- 


ter thefe follow Murders, Adulteries, and Blaſ- 
Phemies, Mat. 15. 19. Watch and pray that | ye 
enter not iuto Temptation, Mat, 26. 44. 
10. CHRISTIANS ſhould walk. 
tins Pogee . ich all Men, Heb. 12. 14, If we 
have Peace with God, and Peace with our own 
. Conſcience, it will be our Care to live in Peace 
with our Neighbour too. Emulations, Wrath 


and Strife, are the Works of the Fleſh, as well as | 


Adultery and Fornication, Gal. 5. 20. Pſal. 123. 
. Behold, how good and pleaſant it is jar Brethren 
to dwell together in Unity. And how undecent 


And unpleaſant it is for the Followers ot the 


Prince ot Peace, to be living in the Fire of Strife 

and Contention. Unity is both the Beauty 
and the Strength of any Society. Diſcord and 
Faction has ruined: many a Kingdom, Church 


tle, 28 Sor been hriſtians ; Tea, thy 


peaceably. 


and Family. 4 Kingdom divided. againſt it ſelf 


cannot ſtaud. When Ephraim. is againſt Manaſſeh, 


and Manaſſeb againſt Ephraim, and both againſt 


Judah, this makes Way for the Syrians betare, 


and the Philiſtines behind, to come and devour 


fad Fü open Mouth, The Apoſtle, Eph. 4 
K. 7 8. 


28 many Words, perſuading Chriſtians to en- 
deavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit in, the 
Bond of Peace. Why? There is one Body, and one 
Spirit, one hope of your Calling, one LORD, one 

Faith, one. Baptiſm, one GOD and Father of al, 
who is above al, aud through al, and in you al. 
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muſters up a great many Arguments in 


Why 
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Why ſhould not Chrididg then with all lowli- _ 
neſs and Meekneſs, with eee forbear : 
one another in Love? 


it of THAT we may. walk peaceably, we muſt 
d af- tale Care to walk orderly, our Go is a Gop 
Blaſ. of Order, and not of Confuſion. All his Sub- 


jects muſt walk according to the Rule that he 
hath given them, and in the Order and Station 
he hath placed them in. A Chriſtian well 
ve || knows the Neceſſity of Government, the Beau- 
ty of Order, and the Sweetneſs of Peace. And 
e | therefore whatever Station he is in, he will fol- 
rath low theſe Things that make for Peace, and good 
llas Order. If he be inveſted with Power and Au- 
123. | thority, he'll take Care not to exceed his Power, 
hren | leſt his Government degenerate into Tyranny 
and Oppreſſion + lf he be a Subject or Infert- 
the our, he will be Subject not only for Wrath, but 


rife | for Conſcience Sake. He will eaſily ailow his 
uty | own Private Intereſt to yield to the Publick Safe 
and ty, he'!l be loth to diſturb : the Peace by to- 
rch F . menting Schiſ in the Church, or Faction in the 
felf | State. If he Labour under any Grievances, he _ 
ſeh, | will bear them with Meekneſs, till ſuch: Time 
inſt as he can get them redreſt in a lawful and or- 
dre, | derly Way. He will ſtudy to Live a quiet and 
our | peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 
4. || making Prayers and Interceſſions, and Thanks 

in giving forall Men, for Kings and all that are 
en- in Authority. For this is good and acceptable in 

the | the Sight of GOD our Saviour, 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2, 

one 3. 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. Rom. 13, I — 5. 2 
one | 11. LET us walk in Wiſdom. A true Chri- | 
al, ſtian is the wiſeſt of Men, not with worldiy 


Wiſdom, which is but Fooliſhne(s in the * | 


N <7 
of the only Wie (ie 5 ol with”. abr i 
which is from above, which is firs#-pure,. then peace. 


able, gentile, and eafie to be.entreated, full of Mer. 


ey and good Fruits, without partiality, and without 
Hypecrifie. Whereas the Wiſdom that deſcend- 
eth not from above, is Earthly, Senſual, De- 
viliſo. Jam. 3. 15, 16, 17. A 1 muſt 
walk in Wicdom, both with Reſpect to himſelt. 
and with Reſpect unto others. 1. With Reſpe& 
unto himſelf, he ſets before him the beſt, and 
moſt noble End, and choiſeth the beſt and fitteſt 
means, leading to that End. He makes Choice 
of Go for his Portion, CHRIS VH for his Savi- 
our, the Hol Ghost for his Leader and 


+ San&ifier,, the Word of Go for his Rule, and 


the Glory of God for his Chief End, and the 
Eternal well Being of his Immortal Soul, as the 
one Thing needful. The Means leading to theſe 
Ends, are, 1. (Goſpel Faith, without which it is 
impoſlible-to Ke Phe Go. z. Sincere Repentance, 
mourning for Sin, and turning from it as the 
worſt and greateſt of all Evils. 3. Walking 
with great Integrity in the Way of God's Com- 
mandments, as thè ſtrait and narrow Way that 
leadethunto Life. He is ſo wiſe as to do theſe 
Things without Delay, and to lay hold on the 
fitteſt Sealons and Oppottunities for doing them. 


He knows that Delays are dangerous, and eſpe- | 
cially in Matters of the greateſt Importance. 
He makes a wiſe Preference in Matters that con- 


cern him, he Conſults not with Fleſh and Blood. 
The Wiſdom thar's from above Teaches him to 


belore Things earthly, viſible and” temporary. 
Los — to Things that are ſeen, but to 


- I 
X 


ee Things heavenly, ſpiritual and eternal 


Things that are not Ss ü Cauſe Things that 
ere ſeen, are but Temporal ; but Things that are not 
ſeen, ars Eternal. 2 Cor. 4. 18. He chooſeth 
ſuffering rather than Sin, as Moſes who chooſed 
rather to ſuffer Affliction f with the People ol 
God, than to enjoy the Pleaſures ot Sin for 2 
Seaſon. He had a greatet Reſpect to the Re- 
compenſe ot the Heavenly; Reward, than to all 
the Treaſures of Egypt, Heb. 1 I. 27. He is ſo 
wiſe as to reſign. himſelt᷑ intirely to the Diſpoſal!l 
of Gov: He Regards the Operatians ot his 
Hand, and obſerves all the Steps of divine Con- 
duct toward him, ſo as to be thankful for Mer- 
cies, patient under Afflictions, and humble un- 
der both. He ſtrives to Redeem the Time, be- 
"the | cauſe the Days are Evil. He is the wile Men- 
+1. | chant that Sells all to; 'Purchaſe the Pearl of 
neſe | Sreat Price. He is the wiſe Sn, that takes 
with Reproof and Hearkens to the Inſtructions 

of his Heavenly Father, Prov. 13. 1. He is that 

Faithful and wiſe Servant, who is Faithful in 

little, as well as in much, and Manages his 
Loks Talents to the heſt Advantage, Mat. 13. 
46. He knows how to abound and how to ſut- 
= fer Want, Philip. 4. 12. He has regard to the 
1 Connection, that ought to be between Godly 
dare, Sorrow and Spiritual Rejoicing Holy Fear 
| _ and Humble Confidence, Far Zeal and 
be | Chriſtian Charity; he can be Ze 


ous againſt 
on. | the Sins of others, and at the ſame Time be 
oa; | Charitable ro their Perſons, His unaffected 

- * | Humility doth not hinder his Chriſtian Forti- 
nal | de and Magnanimity. His Diligence in 
OF. Buſineſs, doth not abate his Ffrrour of Spi- 
„ | tit, Row. 12. 11. He hath Reſpect to the Bu- 
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* 4 ties, docket: his) 3 |Calting as a Cutis, 
And of his particular Calling or Station in the 
World. Martha doth: not juſtle out Mary, nor 
doth Mary hinder Martha. His Diligence in 
© his Ordinary Imploy ment, dorh not make him 
Neglect the Duties of Religion: Nor doth 
Religion make {1im Neglect his Civil Buſineſs. 
He knows how to rejoice in Hope, and yet be 
patient in Tribulation. He knows how to walk 
in the middle betwixt Deſpair on the one Hand, 
and Preſumption on the other. The Senſe of 
his own Weakneſs fills him with Fear and Dif- 
truſt ; but the Faith of the Divine - Goodneſs 
fills him with Boldneſs and Confidence. So 
that a true Chriſtian is no Fool, as the Men of 
the World think him to be. This -ſhews how . 
little Senſe, as well as Religion, is in the alian 
Diale&, that makes Chriſtian to ſigniſie a Foo] 


ora Dult, as Doctor Talk on this Text ſbews 


from Chriſt. Franciſ. 
HE is no Fool who rakes the ſurelt Way to 
be as Rich, Honourable and Happy as he can 
Wiſh, Wiſdom hath on her Right Hand length of 
Days, and on her Leſt Hand Riches and Honour; 
her Ways are Ways of pleaſaitneſs,. and all hey 
Paths are Peace. Riches and Honour are with her, 
yea durable Riches and "Righteouſneſs, Prov. 3. 16, 
„ 
| 1 A Chriſtian will walk in Wiſdom with 


Reſpe& unto others, both toward them that 


are without, and them that are within. Col. 4. 
5. Wall in Wiſdom toward them that are without. 

By theſe that are without, we may under- 

ſtand not only profeſt Pagans, but profane Chri- 


fans, who, omg _w_ be Chains! in W 
an 


2 
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tice and Reality. Of the firſt Sort there are 


none among 5 but ot the Latter there are but 


| 8 many. 
to Manage our ſelves with all Chriſtian. Pru- 


With Reſpe& unto ſuch it's our Pu- 
> hg that we may not any way diſparage our. 

Chriſtian Profeſſion ; ; that the Name ot the 

Loxp be not blaſphemed. Wie are as Sheep in 
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| nd by. Profeſſion, yet they are ! "> x Prac· -- 


the midſt of Wolves, therefore we ſhould be Wiſe as 


Sepents, and Harmleſs as Doves, Mat. 10. 16. 
Though we may comply with them in Things 


Cad 


that are indifferent,and not ſinful,and ſo become all 


Things to all Men that we may gain ſome; yet we 
muſt be on our Guard, hat ſuch Complyance do- 


not wound our Conſcience, and give Occaſionto 
the uncircumciſed Philiftines to Triumph, Exod. 


34. 15. Eph. 5. 11. Have no Fellowſhip with 
the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, 1 Cor. 9. 20, 23. 


them in any Thing that's ſinful ; converſe with 
them as a Phyſician with his Patients endeavour- 
ing to Cure their Diſeafes, but be not intected 
with their Plagues ; deny not any Thing that's 


due to them, either by Divine or Humane 


Right, Mat. 22. 21, Rom. 13. 7. 1 Pet. 2. 13. 
Give them no Offence, but endeavour to adorn 


the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all Things, 


I Tim. 5. 14. 1 Cor. 5. 6. Tit. 3. 10. Give ng 
Occaſion by your imprudent, unweary or un: 
Wager: Bebaxiout, 50 bo heir eiring you Names as 


2 


do dot partake with them in their Evil Deeds, 
be not infected with their wicked Example. E- 
vil Communication Corrupts good Manners. Though 
you cannot ſhun ſometimes to converſe with 

them ( otherwiſe you muſt go out of the World) 
yet do not go alongſt with them or countenance +: 


People i 
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People of bar Kidney are very reach t de, 
calling you Hypocrites, Preciſiaus, Melancholians, &. 
vrhile themſelves are the groſſeſt Diſſemblers, in 
aſſuming the Name of Chriſtians, and living the 
Life of Pagaxs,' wearing CHRIS 's Livery, 
while they evidently ſerve the Devil's Intereſt. 
Aua, A Chriſtian will alſo walk in Wiſdom 
toward theſe that are within, that is, ſuch as 
be has Ground to judge are of the Houſhold 
of Faith, and ſincere Lovers of our Loxy 
Is us CHRIST. Such he will Love as Breth -; 
ren, delight in their Company, be edified by 
their good Converſation in CHRIST, Commu- 
nicate Experiences wish them. Come and hear 
all ye that Fear GOD, and I will declare what be 
hath done for my Soul,” Pſa, 66. 16. He will Ho- 
nour them as the Excellent Ones of the Earth, 
whom Gop hath honoured. He will be loath 
to lay a ſtumbling Block in his Brother's Way, 
odr to make the Heart of the Righteous ſad. He 
will bear with their Infirmities, encourage them 
under their Afflictions, and rejoice with them 
in their Proſperity. Though he may happen 
to have different Sentiments trom them in lefler 
Matters, yet ſeing they are agreed in the Main, 
in Repentance toward Gov, and Faith toward 
our Loxy IESsUSs CHRIST, and a holy hum- 
ble and tender Walk, he will receive them, though 
weak in the Faith, but not to doubtful Di ſputat ions, 
Nom. 14. 1. The firong will not deſpiſe the 
Meak, nor the Weak condemn the ſtrong. 
132. A Chriſtian ought alſo to walk in the 
Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt; thus did the Chur - 
ches of Judea, Galilee and Samaria, hen the 
Lon had given them Reſt.” _—_ PP 
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when he enjoys Reſt and Proſperity, but even 
in Time of Trouble, he will 


Patience, rejoicing in the Hope of tile Glory 


of Goo. Although there be many Things in this 


World that may Ocdaſion him to Walk * mourn-- 
tully and l 

zekiah did) viz. Cor 
tations without, his 


own Afflictions; and the 


1 


* 


Afflictions of Joſeyph Yer chere is none in the 


World that hath fo much Reaſon to walk in the 5 


Light of Joy and Conſolation, as the ſincere 


Chriſtian. His Loxp and Maſter has ptomiſ- 


ed to give him the Oil of Joy for Mourning, 
and the Garment of Praiſe fot the Spirit of 
Heavineſs. Light is Sowen for the Righteous, 
and Galdneſs for the upright in Heart. He 


ſerves a good Maſter who is more Generous 


than to bid any of his Servants ſerve him for 
nought. He has the Peace of G op that 


go to Sion with everlaſting Joy on his Head, as 


knowing that 


and Hope maketh not aſhamed. This may en- 
gage every one to be a Chriſtian, and eſpecially 
young People, who are ordinarly' Lovers 


Pleaſures.” There is no pleaſure like the Plea* - 


ſure of Religion: No Feaſt like that of a good 


Conicience : No Joy like the Joy of the Holy  - 
Ghoſt, e m i for le with all Peace and 


Comfort in believing. The Pleaſures of Sin 


are but for a Seaſon. ; carnal Pleaſures, as they 
%%%%%%%%%%Gͤͤͤri!:! x88 Are 
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vas propheſied of the New Teſtament Church. 
He may rejoice, yea Glory in Tribulations allo, ? 
Tribulation worketh Patience; 

and Patience, Experience; and Experience, Hope; 


5» 
. 
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and in the Bitterneſs of his Soul (as H-. 
ion within and Temp- 


| alles 
all Underſtanding, and the Profpe& of a Glori- 
ous Reward hereafter; and therefore he may } 


£ 
E 


| better than of Sons and PK. : £ 


1 ſo thay are impure and guat 


4 l in bitter Remorie. Like theſe Locuſts that 


J. the Divine ſaw come out of the Bottom 


1 | leſs Prr, they have Faces as the Faces 'of Men, 


and Hair as the Hair of Women, yet they haus 


| . Teeth. like Lions, and Tails like Scorpions, and 
| Stings in their Tails. The Joy of Profanc Men 


is but Froth, their Laughter is but Madnels. — 
The Triumph of the Wicked is ſhort, it's like 
the crackling of Thorns under a Pot. ; Their” 


Joll ity will 1 in everlaſting Howlings, , The 
Fleaſu 


res of Religion are pure and refined, Sera - 
phine and Divine and Everlaſting. Wiſdom hath: 


BY arable Pleaſures, as well as durable Riches. It is 
not oaly the Privilege, but the Duty of a Chriſtian 

to rejoice evermore. What Comfort and Satis - 
faction is that Soul filled with, that can ſay, This 


Gov is my Gov bum have I in Heaven 
but thee? And on the. Earth there is none that # 


defire befides thee. How, happy is 'Caxst's: 
* Spouſe, when ſhe can lay, My beloved is Mine, 
ad 1 am His? This is my beloved, this is : my. 
F Friend, O Daughters of Jeruſalem; AF. 9.31... 


IF we make Conſcience thus to order our 


3 Hearts and Lives, to think, fpeak and act ſure- 
able to that worthy Name, by the which we 
are called, then may we expect to ſee the $al- 


vation of Goo, and i get a Name and à Place 
The: LORD 


will give us an —_— Name, that ſha. . be 
1 


ext off, I(2.. 56. 5. Ila. 55. 13. 
_ OW unto the King Eternal, e e 


a the only Wiſe G00, 5 ee and nn ny 
uur wid Fer; nas da 
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